
Friends 
of the Upper East Side 
Historic Districts 
Newsletter 

Dear Friend: "Pim.· f" clumge, plus 
c'e1,1 ht mi?me chose... Halina instructed 
us to begin our current newsle tte r with 
this proverb. She knew thal she \\Ould 
no t be here to write iL as she had written 
a ll the others. but she knew the mCSS.tl!C 

thul s hc wa n tcd convcy..:d to yo~, . 
Although s he died o n Easte r Sunday. 
Halina is still very much with us. 

We will continue to be guided by 
he r preservation kgucy. \Ve will be pas
sionate but no t shri ll. We will be firm 
but no t harsh. We will write countless 
lcncrs and testify freque ntly - whether it 
be a l the C ommu nity 13oa rd . t he 
Landnrnr ks Preservation Commission. 
or the City Council. We will continue to 
be cur:11ors of the Upper Eas1 Side and 
consl:in tly vigil.int of o ur neighbor· 
hood·s speci:1\ treasures. 

There have been some c hanges at 
FRIENDS. T ony Rose ntha l has gra· 
ciously agreed to serve as our Honorary 
Chair. and I have ncccptcd th..: nomina· 
tion as President. FR IENDS" strong 
Executive Committee meets regularly to 
Jircc1 the running or the organization. 
The du1ics or Brin D e ns more. o ur 
Executive Director. have been greatly 
expanded . In nddition . we ho pe 
FRI EN DS will soon be moving into a 
new orficc space (ir you hnvc any leads 
on a space. please call us!). 

Not a day goes by th[ll we don·1 
think o r Halina and wish tha t she was 
still al the helm. However. as she want· 
ed. we have picked up he r banner and 
a re marching in the forefro nt of those 

Halina Rosenthal, 1917· 1991 
Founding member and first President ol 

FRIENDS. 1982-1991 

working to prese rve bot h the Uppe r 
East Side and the Landmarks Law that 
makes it all possible. I took forward to 
working wi1h all of you in the mo nths 
a head as we continue to wage the good 
fight for NYC and Malina. 

AntlK>ll} C Wood 
Prcsick:nt 

New Officers Elcclcd at 
September Board Meeting 

Anthony C. Wood , a \'ice preside nt 
of FRIENDS since its founding in 1982. 
was e lcc1cd President at the Septe mber 
12. 1991 meeting of the Board of 
Directo rs. T o ny. who is Prog ram 
Officer for the J . M. Kaplan Fund. has 
long been involved with p reservation in 
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New York. He ha, worked for bo1h the 
La ndmarks J>rcscrv:1t ion Commissio n 
and the Municipal Art Society. serv..:d 
o n C ommu ni ty Uoard No. 8 . is 
C hairman E m e ritus o r the H isto r ic 
Di~triel !> Council. and is curre ntly teach
ing a t Columbia Unive rsity. 

T o ny Rosen tha l. no ted sculptor 
a nd husband o f th e la t e 1-1 .i lina 
Rosentha l. was clcc1cd to lhe Board in 
A pril and will now serve as Ho norary 
Chair o f FRIENDS. We arc cxtrcmcly 
plcased that Tony wilt continue his long 
association with FR IE OS. 

Te ri Slater. a Board member si nce 
1985. was elcc1ed to fill the vice- prt.:!>i
d e nt posi ti o n vaca ted by Anlh ony 
Woo<l. Te ri is a long-lime Upper Ea"t 
Side reside nt .ind a me mbe r of 
Comrnuni1y Board No. 8. 

Joyce Matz. who joined the Board 
of FRIENDS in J:inuurv. wm, elected lo 
the position o r Sccreta;y. This position 
hcca rne vacant whe n J eanne Brown. 
Sccrelary fo r the la'>\ nine years. mo"ed 
away from the City. (Sec page 2.) Joyce. 
11 publ ic rela t ions cons ultan1. is a lso 
active in 1he community and chairs 1hc 
L:mdmarks Committee o f Community 
Board No. 5. 

Anne Mi llard and Rita C. C hu. 
both o f whom h11ve been Boa rd mcm. 
be rs s ince FR IEN DS' incept ion. will 
continue in their positions as vice prcsi· 
dents. Other long-time officers o f the 
Bo.ird are Mimi Levitt. Treasurer. and 
David Karabe ll. Counsel. who will also 
remain in their present positions. 



fri e nd s ton sess io n o n prese rvati on 
issues. On Tuesday. October 29. Tom 
Reynolds. Director of Enforceme nt , and 
Alex Herrera, Directo r of Preservation 
at th e Land mark s Prese rva ti o n 
Commi ssion wil l spea k on vio lations in 
the hi sto ri c districts. the newly draft ed 
wi ndow guide lines and o th e r topics of 
co nce rn to both the Co mmi ss ion a nd 
Uppe r East Side reside nts. 

Celebrants gather around. the Doris C. Freedman Award ln the Great Hall of the Cooper Union on 
May 7: O-r) FRIENDS Board Member Rita Chu, Tony Rosenthal. Susan Freedman. Councilman 
Robert Oryfoos, Borough President Ruth Messinger, Board Member Anne MIiiard, Deputy Mayor 
Barbara Fi fe, Board Members Anthony Wood. Tammy Grimes, Mimi Levitt. Jeanne Brown and 
David Karabell. 

Al the April 30, 1991 Direc tor 's 
m ee tin g, Board Me m be r Marga re t 
Parker was e lected to clrnir the Mo ni tors 
Co mmitt ee. Marga re t , a FR IENDS 
Board Me mber s ince 1986 and a lo ng
tim e communit y ac1i vist. wil l see k to 
expand the group of FR IEN D S' me m
be rs who vo lunt eer 10 " mo nit o r .. th e 
man y blocks in th e histo ric districts for 
v io lations of the Landmarks Law . 
lutbacks in the ci1y agencies have been 
parti cular ly · devas tatin g to th e 
Landnrnrk s Preserva ti o n Co mm iss io n 
whe re the a lre11dy unde rstaffed agency 
has seen its budget ;111d srnff pared 10 the 
bone. It is Margare t 's hope that 
increased numbers of residents who live 
in and around th e histo ric districts wi ll 
take on a more active ro le as the "eyes 
and ca rs .. o f FR I ENDS and. by exten
s io n. th e Landmark s Prese rva t io n 
Commissio n. We a re more co ncerned 
than ever about the continuing onslaught 
from forces who tireless ly chip away al 
our historic dis tricts and the Upper East 
Side neighborhoods as a whole . 

Halina Rosenthal and 
FRIENDS Receive the 1991 
Doris C. Freedman Award 

Shortly before her death on March 30. 
1991. Halin a Rosenthal received a lett er 
from Mayor Dinkins informing her th:11 
she a nd FRI EN DS had hee n chose n as 
th e rec ipi e nt s o f th e 1991 Do ri s C. 
Freedma n Award. 

Established by Executive Order in 
1982. the Do ris C. Freedman Award is 
prese nt ed annm1 lly to an ind ividual o r 
o rga niza tion for .. a contribu1ion to the 
peop le o f the Ci t y of New Yo rk th a t 
g rea tl y e nric hes th e pub li c e nviro n
me nt :· 

Bourd Member Jcunnc Brown 
Forsakes the Upper East Side for 

Rural Virginia 

Jea nne Brown . o ne of 
F R IEN D S foundin g Board me m
bers. has left New York City after 
20-odd years and he llded for th e 
countryside of Virgin ia and beyond. 
Jeann e hu s re nted u pre-Civil Wnr 
formhousc outside of harloncsvillc, 
;in d is cons id e rin g o job offer in 
Ge neva. ··11 was time for a change -
past time! '' 

Jeanne was a force behind so 
rnm:h of wlml FRLENDS has accom· 
plished over 1hc years; most especi.al
ly. Jeann e was in s trum e ntal in 
pulling toge th e r eight s uccc ss ru l 
annu a l mee ting s an d countl ess 
recept ions as well as our l 986 bene
fit. 

O ur loss is C harl o tt esv ill e's 
ga in . We will miss he r prese nce o n 
the Upper En~t Side and we wish her 
well. 

A l the aw:ird ceremony on M.ty 7. 
1991, e lected o ffi cia ls. presCr\!a ti onisls. 
and many close fri e nds o f Malina 's and 
the organizit t ion th a t she head ed fo r 
nine years ga thered in the Great Hall o f 
lh i.: Coo pe r U ni on. D e put y Ma yor 
Bal'ba rn J. Fife presented the Freedman 
Awurd to T o n y R osenthal a nd t he 
Office rs of th e Boa rd of Directors of 
FRI EN DS. Actress and Board Membe r 
Tammy Grimes narra ted it moving slide 
tr ibute, lrnci ng the hislory of Hulina and 
FRI EN DS. 

A pa rticu larly po ignant aspect o f 
th e award ce re mony wa s 1h e ac1ual 
awa rd itself. since ii is a maquc tt e by 
T ony Rose nthal of hi s sc ulpture "The 
A lamo·· (a ka Th e C ub e). loca ted at 
Astor Pl ace a nd East 8th Street. 

FRIENDS' Monitors 
Committee to Host Landmarks 

Preservation Commission 
Speakers on Tuesday, 

October 29, 1991 
Eac h ye ar FR IEN D S in \! it es it s 

co rp or mo nit o rs an d o ther inte res ted 

The Monito rs Meeting wi ll be held 
in the Sunde rlan d Room, on the second 
floor o f the parish ho use. o f St. Jam es' 
Epi sco pal C hurch. 865 M adi so n 
Ave nue . on Tuesday. October 29. 1991 
n1 6:00 pm . We urge those membe rs 
who live in or :irou nd the hi storic dis
tricts to join us in our e fforls to monito r 
these areas. If you plan to :m e nd th e 
meet in g. please ca ll th e FRIENDS' 
office at 644-2828 a nd let us know you 
will be coming. 

Abo ul ··FR IENDS .. 
F RI EN DS of the U p per Eas1 S1dc Historic Distr1c1S 1s un 111dcpcmknt 11on -profi1 

prcSCr\:1ti<,n ors imi1.11tion. FK IENDS Wli~ founded in 1982. under the auspiL"CS of the 1\1unicipal 
1\rt Society. l(J be the curator ufthc 11cwl) crcutcd Upper East Side 1 li~toric Di~tricl. FRIENDS 
hasc,cpnnded its role lu encon1pas~ the Upper East Side's five his1oric districts and lJS individual 
lundmark,. 

In addition to sufcg uurding the fuwrc of our pas, on the Upper Eus1 Side and being an 
advocate for ~ounU prc..crv;1t1on policies for the Ci1). FRIENDS hu~ ul!,o been u Jcuder in 
succo~ful efforts that dr.1mal11:ally nhercd the mmng la""s govcrnmg rcMdentml hlocks on 1hc 
\JppcrEas1S1dc 

FR I ENDS is n me mhcrship-supported group. and depends nm only o n your a nnual 
cnntr1hutum hut also on your mvoh·emcnt. We need your money, hu1 we ul~o need )'Our ume. 
Become a nl()nitor or JOlll our Alert Nct"ork. (Sc•· page 5.) 'i ou can mnkc n difference 



FRIE DS Will Host 
Symposium at the Municipal 

Britt Densmore is Named 
Executive Director 

Art Society in November 
Under the City Char1e r revision of 1989. 
the City Council is now a key player in 
the landmark designation process. T he 
Counci l's recent action~ on D vorak 

f House and Tribeca West H istoric 

A lthough Britt has bee n with 
FR IEN DS as Admin istrative Director 
since late 1989. we th ought that his 
increased v1sibili1y and expanded duties 
warranted u formal introduction. Now 
you can connect the ,·oice on the phone 
und 0 11 o ur a nswering machine wi1h a 
name, if not a face. ~ I 

Recipients of FRIENDS' Eighth Annual Awards 
In January: (l·r) Jonathan Foster, AIA, Joy 
Hendricks. and Claude Vogel tor Yves Saint 
LaurenVNorth America (Yves Saini Laurent 
Boutiques, Madison Avenue): FRIENDS' Board 
Member Anthony Wood: Sobhan Nolan of 
Kreisel Mangagement and Elizabeth Krauss, 
President ol Cherokee Owners Corp. {The 
Cherokee Apartments): Douglas Brandrup, 
President of the Metropoli tan Club: and 
Richard Feigen and Harold Butrick. AIA '°' the 
Richard Felgen Gallery (formerly Mrs. J. 
William Clark House) 

FRI ENDS to Offer More 
Walking Tours in October and 

November 
FRIENDS will cont inue ils series of his
to ric wa lking to urs t his fa ll with two 
plnnned for October and November. 

The firs t to ur. scheduled fo r 
Sunday. Oc1ober 27. at I :30pm. will be 
led by urban his1orian Val Ginter. and 
will highlight the a rchitecture. histo ry 
and growth o f the Uppe r East Side's 
Gold Coast. The second tour is sched
uled for Sunday. November 3. at 2:00pm. 

oted a rch itect ural histo rian Barry 
Lewis wi ll lead a to ur of the 
Me1ropoli1an r.•tuscum H istoric District 
nnd environs thul will include the hi~tory 
and expansion or 1hc Me tropoli tan 
Museum as well ns the history of Cent ral 
Park. Cost of e:1ch tour is S15.00. For 
more informat ion and rcserva1io ns. 
plensc c11II the FRI ENDS" office at 644-
2828. 

We want 10 thank, again. all those 
who participated in our two tours this 
pas t spring. The May to ur o f 1he 
Carnegie Mill l-l istoric District and ii!> 
proposed extension (led by noted archi· 
tectural historian William Kingslnnd) 
and the June tour nf historic East End 
Avenue (led by Board Member Michuel 
George) were both grea1 successes. We 
arc very grateful 10 Wilham :ind Michael 
for all 1heir lime and cffom on behalf of 
FR IENDS. We hope to bring the m 
back for un encore. 

District demonstrate how acthe a role it 
will play in 1his process. Mow will the 
new Council make its decisions'! What 
type of voting patlerns wi ll e me rge? 
\\lill power remain with the leadership? 
How can prescrvation·s agenda be suc
cessfully advanced in the Council? 

These and other q uestions will be 
explored on Wednesday. November 13. 
a t 6:00 PM .is FR IENDS pre~ents the 
symposium: "The New World Order: 
Preservation und the City Council:· The 
Municipal Ari Society is a co-sponsor of 
this event. 

Former City Council me mber 
Edward Wa llace. an a llorney. and 
Michael Tomasky. a columnist with The 
Vif!t,gc Voice will be 1wo of our guest 
panelis1s. Other guests nrc be ing sched· 
ukd. Anthony Wood . newly e lcc1ed 
President of FR IENDS. will be the mod· 
erntor for lhe evening. 

We predic t th is wi ll be a most 
interest i ng evening and urge our 
"Friends" to a11end. The event will take 
place a t th e Urban Ce nter a t 457 
Madison A ve nue. For reserva t ions 
please call 935·3960. 

After ten years ur living in Bos1on. 
eight of which were spent restoring 1111 

1854 brick bowfronl in the Sout h End 
Mis10ric Dist ric t, Britt moved to New 
York City in No\'cmber 1989. In a long 
contempla1ed - and fi na lly realized -
career move, Britt made the leap from 
accounting 10 preservation. 

A JA Guide to New York City is 
Offered as a Special 

Membership Premium 
F R IEN DS is offe ring copies of lhe 
qui ntessential a rchitectural guitlc to 
New York City to those who make con
tributions o f $ 100 or more. The third 
editio n of the A fA G11itfe to N"" ' York 
City. by Ell iot Wille nsky und Nor\':11 
White. ii. a fcai,1 o f architectural infor
mation. It is u must for layman nnd pro
fessio nul. young und o ld. It is also a 
great gift - once you hrwe it. you'll nc,er 
gi\e i1 up! A limited number of copies 
a rc a,,ailable. Please sec the member
s h ip form o n the hack page of this 
11ewsle11cr. 

Halina Rosenthal was hooofed with the Historic District Council's landmark Lion Award at !he 
Amencos Society In March: ~·r) Halina Rosenthal, Beverly Moss Spall, Kent Barwick, Hon. laune 
Beckelman, FRIENDS' Board Member Margaret Parker. Tony Rosenthal. Gene Norman, Hon. 
David Todd. Carlyle Moms, FRIENDS· Board Member Joyce Matz and Jack Taylor 

! 
1 



"On the Upper East Side" 
The Pn•s1'n1t1tio11 a11d P/(11111 i 11g 

Committee of FRI EN DS has been meet
ing monthly since its fornrntio 11 in April 
o f 1991. Led b y Co-C hnirs Ann ..: 
Mill ard a nd T eri Sla ter a nd o ur 
Exec uti ve D irector. th e Com mitt ee 
meets to discuss 1hc Upper East Side 
it e ms c.i lc nd a red for th e mo nth ly 

com mon - all work was done witho ut 
the approva l of the LPC. If you notice 
work being done on a building in an his-
1oric distr ict and yo u don't sec a bright 
ye llow LPC permit posted. let us know 
the location and we wi ll fo llow up. 

Thi~· S/Hing. (ht· Jewish MU .\'C /1111 

(formerly Fe lix M. Warburg Mansion) at 
92nd Street and Fifth Ave nue began the 
long-pl;'lnned renovat ion of its G othic 
cha teau-stylc munsion and construction 
of its ne w additio n . Th e addi 1ion. 
des igned by arc hitcc l Kev in Roc he. 
replaces th e 1963 annex (built on Fift h 
Avenue just north of the nrnin bui ldi ng) 
with a structure llrnt exactly duplicates 
th e o ri gi nal style of the 1908 bui lding 
des igne d by C. P.H. G il ben. In o ur 
Sprin g 1988 Ne wsletter . Hali na 
Roscnlhul wrote of the new design and 
its archit ect. ·· A true sle ight -of- hand per· 
for mancc. Kevin Ro che is not only a 
prestigious archit ect. but obvio usly a lso 
a prestidigi tator qu ite secure since he is 
willin g to bow to th e o rnat e st yle of 
C. P.1-1 . G il ber1 and keep things contex
tual. The result is fe licitous .... Bravo! .. 

~---' ) 552 East 87th Street, Henderson Place ~ 
Historic District. Permit to construct a barrier
free access ramp at areaway of th is private 
residence was granted by the LPC at their May 
28 Certificate of Appropriateness hearing. 
Above photo, taken m mid-September shows 
completed ramp that was bu!lt within the 
confines of what was previously the garden 
areaattherightolentrancesteps. 

Ccrt ific,u c of Appropriateness hearing 
at th e Landmarks Preserv a t io n 
Commission (LPC). FRIENDS regular
ly gives tes timony at both Co mmun it y 
Bo ard No. 8 (C B8) a nd th e LP C on 
items of concern to us. Be tween April 
and A ugust. FR IEN DS testified on fif
tee n appli cati o ns befo re t he 
Co mm ission . A nyon e in te re sted in 
at1cndi11g the public hearings at the LPC 
are welcom e to c.ill th e F RI ENDS' 
office for informa tion. A representati ve 
of o ur Preserva tion Committee ulso rl.!g
ularl y at te nd s C BS 's Land ma rk s 
Co mmit tee mee ting as we ll as its ful l 
boa rd mec1ing each month. 

Efforts hy our volumeer monitors 
brought more 1han a doze n report s of 
violati om to th ..: a11c n1ion of the LPC 
ove r the summer. Rringing from the ille
ga l remova l of a limestone balustrade on 
a tow nhouse in th e Me t ropo litan 
Museum Historic District to an awning 
installed o n a Mc Ki m Mead & Whit e 
mansion in the Upper East Side Hi storic 
Di strict, ri ll of them had o ne t hin g 111 

Renovation and expansion In progress at the 
Jewish Museum. at Fifth Avenue and 92nd 
Street. 

Th e Cotllit io11 /0 Save City & 
S11/)llrba11 I lousing's Art icle 78 lawsuit 
again st the Boa rd of Esti mate was dis
mi ssed by Manhattan Supreme Court 
Judge Charles Ramos 0 11 A ugm;t 22. 1991. 
A request for an immediate inj unctio n 
agninst demolition. until an appeal could be 
heard. was a lso denied . 111e rulings case 
the wny for Peter Kalikow. Post publisher 
and own..:r llf the ful l block site between 
78th and 79th S1reet rind York A,·enuc and 
FDR Drive. to demolish the fo ur eastern· 
most buildings in Lhc )4-building complex. 
An appeal has hcen filed wilh the New 
York State Court of Appea ls. 

"The City Scene" 
In prcl'crvr1 1io11 circlt'.\' , /1)9/ will 

ti/mo.\'/ Cl.l'.Wredly be re111e111beretl tu the 
ye" r of 1h e lw11/e over th e lwrdsh ifJ· 
C1/J/JeC1ls-1u111d bill.f. Th e rev ised Cit y 
Charter required format ion of a body to 
hcrir hardship appea ls of not-for-profi1 
groups owning in dividual la ndmarks or 
properties within historic districts. 

Mriyor Dinkins· bi ll. Intro. #672 . 
s t ro ngly supp orted by prese rvati o n 
gro11ps and man y members of the clergy. 
was pi tt ed against Int ro. #663. supported 
by t he Ca th o lic A rchdiocese o f New 
Yo rk . In tes timo ny befo re th e Cit y 
Coun cil in Jun e. FR IENDS said i1 
viewed the opposition ·s bill .. ris a direct 
bro ad s id e at th e L1111 d nrnrk s La w. 
cloaked in the purport ed needs of one 
special inte rest group ... lthatl if a llowed 
10 pass in any for m. will underm ine the 
int egrit y of the Landmarks Lriw and the 
e nt ire future of pre sc rv.ition in New 
York Ci ty. We see lmro. #663 as no less 
1han the mosl vicious and fa r-reaching 
au ack on the Landm ri rks Law in its 26-
yea r hiswry:· 

In lat e Jun e :i co mpromi se bill. 
#672-A. was passed by the City Counci l 
that wris not substant ia lly different from 
the origin al. A nd though there ri re some 
lingering concern s about the fi na l lri n
guage of the bill. there is no doubt that 
the prese rvat ion communit y and every
one e lse who was 11 part of th is tremen 
dou s effort we re vic to rio us -- de mo n
st ra tin g o nce aga in th e stre ngth and 
de tc rrni1rntion of which the prese rvation 
community is capable . 

We wa nl to thank al l our members 
who participated in this effort by fi lling 
out 1housands of ye llow post cards and 
writing lett e rs and/or testifying before 
th e C it y Co un ci l o n be half of t he 
Mayor's bi ll. Most espec ially. we wa nt 
.to tlrnnk t he New York Landma rk s 
Conse rva ncy for the ir Herculea n efforts 
on behalf of the preservation communi 
ty. 1hc Mun ic ipal Art Society. a nd 
Co un cil Me mb e r Mary Pink e tt who. 
wi th pnlit e de te rm ina1i on. he ld to he r 
gun s and moved Int ro. #672 th roug h 
Ci ty Co uncil virtua ll y un sca thed. Her 
uniq ue Co un ci lm ani c s t yle - pa n 
preacher. purl teacher, part no- nonsense 
poli1i cian mix ed with a greri l se nse of 
humor- endeared her 10 preservat ionists 
across the City. 

O n July 19, Mayor Dinki ns signed 
Local Law 672-A into law. We will be 
s u re to keep yo u updut cd as lo th e 
appointme nt s to. and activi ties of, 1his 
new hardship appea ls panel. 

llarfrm 1wu tire lor:"1io11 of th,• 
LPC '.~ q1wr1erlv des1ww1io11 hcuring 011 



Mo11d11\. J,1/1• 15. A total of 25 s1ruc-
1urcs were proposed For lundmark dc!>ig
nation in th is :1reo of uppe r Manha11an . 
L:mric Beckclnrnn, Chair of thc LPC. i-; 
intcnt on focusing a tten tion on areos of 
the City which have been largely cxcl ud
cd from the landmarking. process in the 
past. 1-hirlcm is an area rich in ,irchi lcc
turn l treas ure s which ha ve ofte n been 
ove rs hadowed by more press ing soei.11 
prob le ms. Beca use of t he treme ndous 
amount of time required for research 0 11 

individua l sites as we ll as the amount of 
time requi red 10 prese nt a propcny and 
10 hea r public testimony on each. th e 
Commission was fo rced lo limi t this des
ignat ion hea rin g 10 25 prope rT ies. llt11 
Ms. Bcc ke lm an has m ade c lear thu l 
these 25 we re just the begi nning. 

We 11e1•er thought it 111011/(I 
lwppe11 ... this su mm e r the City Counci l 
confir med lhrce new mayora l :ippoi nt 
mc nt s 10 the Land ma rks Prese rvation 
Co mm issio n. T hey a re Vick i Maleh 
Suna of Q uee ns, se nior associ ate archi 
tect at Lee Harris Pomeroy Associa tes. 
Stephen M. Raphael of Brooklyn. a re.ii 
esta te l:1wyer. and Rev. Thomas F. Pike, 
R ecto r at St. G co rge·s Ep isco pa l 
C hu rch . F R IENDS is p a rt icu la r ly 
pleased 10 sec Re verend Pike, a s trong 
voice for preserva tio n of sac red sit es. 
a mong t h ese new n1cmbcn>. \V e we l
come the new comm issione rs a nd look 
forwa rd 10 heari ng their views. As to 
others on the Commission: archi tecturn l 
historian Sa rah Linda u :rnd J:mdscape 
a rchitect Lee Wei nt raub have both bee n 
reappoi nt ed t o new te rm s. 
Commissione r Gaston Silva has left the 
LPC to become Cha ir of t he Board of 
Sta nJards and Appea ls. 

FRIENDS' Preservation Alert 
Network 

The record of the City Council in its 
firs t yea r of hnving fin ul auth o rity over 
landnw rk desig nation is a sobe ring one: 
Th e Council is less conce rned with the 
arch itecturnl. historica l andcult urn l meri1s 
of a landmark than wi th the forces tha l 
either sup1>0rl or OPl>OS<." a design:i tion. 

Successful prcscrva1 ion in the ·'JOs 
will require preserv111ionists lo improve 
1hcir ability to convey public support fur 
la nd 111 urks to th e me mbers of th e City 
Council. To improve FRI ENDS abi lity to 
··educa te and enl ighh:n" me mbers of the 
Cou ncil. we :trc creat ing mi organizutionu l 
structure t ha l will e nabl e us 10 better 
mobilize your volun teer efforts. 

H you arc willing and able to call or 
fax you r elec ted officials und o ther city 

The Ci1y Cmmcil hmrillf;\' 011 uffir-
111miu11 of rhe L,111d11111rl..,· Pre.1en·miu11 
Co111r•1fa~io11 ·.\" dnig11mm11 of 1he /"r1hec11 
\Vt'.\/ /-fi.\wri1· Di,,trict (T\VIID) brought 
out the faithful in July and August. The 
distr ict, dcsigmned in May of th is year 
aft er a ~cven+vca r effort. came und e r 
int e nse fire fro·m lhe Rea l Estat t:: Board 
of New Yo rk ove r t he summ er. T he 
Rea l fata le Board proposed th e ir own 
version of the historic dis1rict that effec
tively cut the size of the LPC-des ignutcd 
district in ha lf. In testimony before the 
City Cuunci l on August 12, FR IEN DS 
question ed the Real Es tate Board 's 
moti ,•es a nd its ·· a bilit y to put forth [l 

more objective o pin ion on 1he di stric t 
boun daric:. than the LPC and the Cit y 
Plan ning Commission," the l:11te r having 

:llrcady :1ffi rmed th e designation . 
Exce pt fo r ~ix lo ts o n lhe sout heaste rn 
edge, lh L' dis1rict bordcri. held up 10 
sc rutin y by the Counci l"s Land Use 
Co mnutt ec. and on Scp1e mbe r 4. lhc 
district's des ignat io11 was affirmed by a 
vo1c of 1hc full C it y Co uncil , 32-0. 
Though we ure pleased to sec this new 
di stri ct. we arc d..:e pl y troubled by the 
Cit y Co uncil's appa rent need 10 gra1u

i1 ously trim its boundaries in order to 
appear responsive 10 deve lopers· co n
cerns. Arc we to sec the ca refull y drawn 
boundar ies of a ll our future di stri c ts 
redrawn to rcncct pul iticu l concerns? 

A111rmi11 Ovorak 's f armer home in 
Amnict1 m 327 East 17th S1ree1. where 
he wrole th e New World Symphony. is 
now ruhhlc. Belli lsrne l Medi ca l Cente r 
demolis hed the bui lding a nd will co n
struct a n A IDS hospice on the site. The 
LPC. havin g courageously designa tc c.l 
the build ing in Februa ry ris a n individ ual 
land mark on the merit s of ih historical 
and cultura l significa nce, fo und itse lf 
overru led hy the Ci ty Co unci l in lnt e 
J un e. Supporte rs of th is historic s il e 
fo ught a long. and o ft e n co nt en tio us. 
ba lt lc to sec the designation affirmed by 
the Council. Despite an advocacy effort 
that incl uded rallies. tours. choi rs of St. 
Phi lip 's C h urc h of H a rl e m a nd 
(ir;imc rcy P:1rk's Calva ry Chu rc h pe r
fo rmin g Dvornk's works in front o f his 
home, and a ga la concert feat urin g 
Wi ll ia m Wa rfield at St. George's Church 

, m o n St uyvesant Square. the City Co unci l 

Joists are all that remain of the former Dvorak 
house at 327 East 17 th Street 

officials in support of a prese rvation posi
tion. pleuse Cill uut the fo rm bcluw am.I 
send it back to FR IENDS. 

Our goa l is 10 be a bl e, o n s ho rt 

•
i' bowcJ to t he wi s hes o f the hospital. 
$ Specia l kudos go to Jack Taylor for his 

ex ha ustive efforts or1 be ha lf of this land-
nrn rk. 

notice. to generate a nood of phone ca lls 
am ! faxes lo o u r Co un ci l me mbers, th e 
Counci l leadership. and members of Lhe 
Cit y ndministrn tion. 

Y~. I want to be pm1 of FR IENDS' Prc..<.e l"\":Uion Alen Ne1work. 

My n~mc i,: ___________ ______ ~ 

Myuddr.:ssb: ________ _________ _ 

My daytime phone. number is: _ ____ My evening phone numberb: __ 

My City Counci l represcnt:1t iH! is (i f you don·, know we cun tell you): 

_ Ye~. 1 would be willing to call other member.; of1hc Ni.!twork to :i~k them tu 
call/wrilc/fox their Council member. 

l'leu.nt mail co1111>l,•1i!d fonu to FRIENDS 
1./0 Em1 63rd Strei!/, Rwm 803. N,·w York, Nell' )'o rk 10021 
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TIM!!idaly, 29 

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS AND EVENTS PLANNED 

OCTOBER 

Mon1hty Cenificatc of Appropriateness Hcnring at the UmdlIUlfks Preservation Commis.'iion. lkgins n1 9-.30 am. 

Walking Tour of lhc Upper Eas1 Side Historic Dis1rict led by urb.,n historian. Val G inter. Meets at the 
nonheast comerof60th S1rce1 and Firth Avenue, 1:30pm. Cosl is $15. Call 644-2828 for information and 
n.-scrvation.'i. 

Monitors Meeting with gucs1 speaker:. fro m the Landnrnrks Preservation Commission. Sundcrlund 
Room. St, James Episcopal Church. 865 Madison Avenue. 6:00 pm. Cull 644-2828 for information and 
reservations. 

NOVEMBER 

Wnlking Tour or the Metrupolitun Museum Hi~toric District led by architectuml historian Barry Lewis. Meets al 
the nonheast comerof781h S1n.-c1 and Fiflh Avenue, 2:00 pm. Cost isS\5. Call 644-2.82.8 for inrommtion and 
reservations. 

Woonemay, 13 Symposium: ··The New World Order. Prcscrvn1ion and the City Council.·· Pnnclists will include! former City 
Council Member Edwurd Wallace and Michael To maskyofThc Village Voice. Anthony Wocx:I will mocJcratc. To 
be held at lhc Urban Center. 457 Madison Avenue. 6:00 pm. For reservations please call 935-3960. 

T uesday. 26 MonthlyCcn ific:ue or Approprintencss I learingat the Landmarks Preservation O,rnmis,~ion. Begins al 9:30am. 

Yes ! I want 10 he lp pro tect lhc futu re of the Upper Easl Side by jo ining FR IENDS. 

Enclosed is my tax deductible contribution. 

___ $ 25 Contrib uting Name: __________ _________ _ 

___ $ 50 Support ing Addre ss: __________________ _ 

___ S IOOSus taining 

___ $ 500 Patron 

___ $ 1000 Best Friend 

T e lephone: (1-l) ________ {W) _ _ _____ _ 

Please make your <.:heck payable to: 
Frie nds o f the Upper Ensl Side H is toric Dis1rk 1s 

140 E ast 63rd Street. Ne w York. New York 10021 
(2 12) 644-2828 @ 

' 
' ' 
' 
' 

_ _ _ -------- --------------------- ------__ --------------- - - - - - - - --- - ---_____ PRINTED ON RECVCLCO P-""ER _J 


