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" Y" Of Course ! 
by Shelly Friedman, Counsel to the 92nd Street Y 

It's not often that a sing le landmarks application 
presents an o ppo rtunity to reflect upon as many 
underlying assumptions about 1.hc mu.urc of commu
nity as d ocs the applica tion of the 92nd Stn::c t Y fo r 
its new senior adult education cente r a t the presentl y 

Propose,i 11ew building at J 25 East 
92ml Strrt!I. (l'hoto coiirtery Fox & 
Fowle Arddtr.rL~.) 

vacant and formerly 
rubble-stn~wn lot at 
125 East 92nd Streel. 
Happily, the continu
ing prngress o f the Ys 
applkation shows that 
spirited debate and 
di verse opinion over 
histo lic preserva tio n 
ol~jectives need not 
connict with the com
munity's suppon for 
the Ys essential role in 
1.he communhy and its 
need to build on this 
site. The Community 
Board 's overwh elming 

coourued on pg. 2 

l : • 

Since 1.hc New York City Landmarks Preservation 

law was passed in 1965, scve rny three hi storic distri cts 

have been d esignated , amo ng them the Carnegie Hill 

Historic Distri ct runni ng irreg ularly fro m 9St11 d own 

to 86tJ1 Street, from Fifth Ave nue east to Lexingto n . 

But when you look at the map, Carnegie H.ill 's criti cal 

core runs east~west a long hi storic 92nd Street. 

In the midst of facing cascading rows of 3 1/ 2 
story town ho uses with framing cornice lines and rear 

o pen spaces, the YM / YWHA has proposed seven lev

els or ad ult classrooms extending the full le ngth of 

the lot-100 fCc t-for three leve ls, 90 fee1 for a fourth 

level. 80 fee l. for the firth level, and 70 fee t for the 

sixth and seventh levels. 

With parapets and bulkheads, tJ1e structure rises 

68 feet in the midst of 4345 feet high residential 

rows. It also excavates 28 feet clown into Carnegi e 

H ill bedrock endange ring surrounding reside nces 

built o n nincteent.h ccnt.ury shifling rubble fo unda

tions. For max imum classroom yield gcncnuing 
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Nffl1Jkllrr1fo1gn bJ 
Mougrd(;,~,tni, 

suppon for tJ1e application , Lhe de mo n
stnnion o f publi c suppo rt a t th e LPC's 
publi c hearing by loca l n::sid cn ts and the 
submissio n o r pe titio ns signed by ove r 
3,000 pe,·so ns Lransmit.s the fu ndame n
tal community view that whil e the LPC 
has a vita l and impo rtant role t.o play in 
the design of this build ing. t.h e Vs I I~ 
class room program for 1his sit e mus! 
be assured . 

Of all the Ci ty's civic associatio ns, 
FRIE.NOS, Carnegie I-Iii\ Neighbors, and 
the l-li st.ori c DistrictS Coun cil a re the 
three o pposing the Vs applicatio n . each 
based on ca refu lly d eliberaled and we ll
articulated , if no t un iform ly held, con
ce rns regard ing the facade, scale and 
massing o f the proposal. A L least we 
share a co inmo n view 1.ha! 11Htll )' of the 
appro priate ness issues in thi s case pre
senL ve ry close and diffi cult ca lls. Afl e r 
all , varnn t lots in hi sto ri c di stricts .tre 
re latively rare and Lh e fac tors which 
sho uld p redo minate in an "infil l" situa
ti on are many and subjective. 1:or exam
ple, are the goals o r the hi sto ri c di stric t 
truly bette r se rved by maintaining 1.ha1 
the lo t sho uld re main vacant un til a 
bu ilding mo re n:::side nt.ia l in ch aracte r 
comes alo ng, even though severa l were 

conurui!!donpg. J 

P1u:MtUM Gins 

conservatively 1,500 studen ts d aily, th e 

structure splits the continuity of historic 

50-foot rear ope n spaces o n the block 

which have nurtured its ge nerations 

with garde ns and playgro unds. 
Th e Vs 10 1 is clea rl y too sma ll for its 

needs. One wo nde rs why it has no t 

pursued altern atives as urged by 

Coun cilman E1isLOff; Asscrnblyn1en 

Ravi tz and Grannis; Congresswoman 

Maloney; and CIVITAS. T he proposal. 
whaLever its internal meriL,;, is a classic 

bad neighbo r in its blockbustin g impacts 

o n modest surroundings: loss of sunlight 

into the block's residentia l rear o pe n 

spaces, vastl y increased taxi trnffic and 

noise on a rrnrrow rcsiclcntj,il st.ree l. 

h is no t hard to agree with David 

l b dcl , a past Chainnan of the LPC, who 

in a leuer to J ennifer Raab, cun em LPC 

Ch ai rm an , says Lh at "the design is inap

propriate with respect t0 height, scale , 

a rchit.ecwral expressio n , and conlextual 

re latio nship to the special ch aracter of 

the histo ri c di strict." In addition , he 

secs "an egregio us rear yard intrusion ." 

In keep ing with iL,; ro le as pro tecto r 

Friends of the Upt1m· Ea.st Side 
l-listmic Di.st1ict.s, founded i,11 

1982, i.~ 11n i mht11mdc11l, ·,wt
Jor-projil membershi/J orgr111i.u,
fion dalicated to preserving !ht 

tudtilectuml legacy, livabilil)', 

and sense of place of the UJJ/11:r 
East Side. In adtlitio,1 to safe
guarding th e fu ture of the 
U/1/11:r East Side \ jive histmir 
di.shicls and 133 hulivitlual 
fondma,'ks, a.ntl being"n cufoo

ca fe for so1wrl presenmlion 
policies for the city, FRIENDS 
has also been a leader in s11 r:
r:ess/11 l tfforts to tlmmatir:all)' 
i111J1rove wuingltlws gwer11ing 
tltt area's avm u.es a 11.tl residen
tifll sirlf strerl.s. 

For a donation o f $50: 
FRIENDS T-shi rL 

For a donaLion of $100 or more: 
T he 3rd Edition of th e AJA G11itll' lo N YC: hy Elliot Willensky 
and Norval White. 

For a donation o f $250 or more: 
Slaufortl Wh ill' S New fork by David Garrard Lowe. 

Membership Form 
0 $25/ lndividual 
0 $50/ Family 
D $100/ Supporling 
0 $250/ Patron 
0 $500/ Bcsl fri end 
0 $1,000/ Landmark 

Name _______ _ 
Address ______ _ 
Ci1y/ ST/ Zip _____ _ 
Home Ph. ( __ ) _ __ _ 
Work Ph. L__) ___ _ 

-

Plt!aserctum lhis fonnwith your d 1eck to: 

t-"RLENDS, 20 East 69lh Street, NY. Nl' 10021 

or caU (212)53!).2526 
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aucmpted and fai led prio r LO the Y's purchase of the 
101 in late 1996? And more imponarnly, when 1herc 
is no1 histo .-ic fabric o n the sit.e with which 10 work, 
sho uld Fox & Fowlc 's pro posa l fo1· the facade. a clear
ly and thouglnfully comem por..wy celebratio n of the 
histo ri c distd ct's dive rsity, raking iis cues from the 
materials, pro portio ns and details of much of Lhe 
acUace11l building, be fau lted because it is no t more 
litcml in respo nding to its 191.h century neighbors? 

This applic,11.ion docs not end with LPC approval. 
A \'ilriance is required fron1 the Boarcl of Standards 
and Appeals in o rder lU lessen the itnpact o f the o th
erwise compliant rea r }'ard ex tensio n , an expansio n 
oppo rtuni ty to which so man y o ther institutions have 
recent.I}' wrnecl. That will serve as the forum for 
land use , enviro nmenta l, and operational issues. 
Suffice to sa}', th e Y believes t.hat the impacts of 
eleven classrooms will be minimal. 

To 1he site's immediate neighbo rs, whose con
ce rns t1nderstandabl}' gr,1vita tc toward excavation , 
construCLion , and o pe ratio nal issues, the Ys trustees 
and ad mini str.1tion restate t.he ir pledge lo work closc
l}' with them regarding bo th the constructi o n phase 
and the operatio n of the new building. There is 
much co llabonuivc wo rk to do here, and the Ylooks 
forward to t.h e cla}' when 1..he public discussion turns 
to the quality o f life issues which the present "no t o n 
ll'I }' block" clamor o bscures. • 

Ea:;/ 92ml Strl't)/ tis ii a/J/H:m'S today. Humil lot i.s foitrlh from 
the rigM. 

of the City's historical heritage. 1he LPC should deny 

thi s application for a Certificate of Approp1·iateness 

because it weakens the specific cha racier o f thi s 

stretch o f East 92nd SU'eet rather 1.han strengthening 

it. ' lb strengthen tha t charaCLe r. a Y infill proposal 

wo uld maimain the cornice cascade alo ng 1.he 

facing 92nd Stree t rows, match the rear o pe n space 

pcne tn1tio n of its unassuming neighbo rs, and 1;1ke 
on quite a bit o r the stree t's "look." • 

President's Message 

A New York Terrace 

Like Rip Van Winkle I went t.o sleep lm,;t O ctober and sudde nly now, in April , I awake. It is a r ite of spring
the nowers, the vines, and the gardening . 

\Nhen fa ll ends we clean up and we wave good-bye LO neighbo rs. We close umbrellas. shuL windows, and pull 
blinds. The beginning of winter, new love affairs and I.he slart of cozy fires and dinners with cand les and wine. 

Then sudden I}' th e sun sct.s higher, the da}'S are longer. The buds, be it azalea, daffodils, roses-start to peep out 
tickling us and seducing us t.o step o ut and grab o ur clippers. Then the birds. Oh! The magic of Lh cir sounds. 
111c water towers arc the hell towers of te rrace living. Looking no rLh , a magnifice nt sea gull turns with the 
breeze. My cats are sudden ly aware of ci t}' summer li fe. It. stan.s be fore sun up-the mo rnin g doves and the caL~ 
swilching their tai ls and the birds chauering and the magic begins. Looking south is a cocky, cheeky crow 
anno11ncing l1i s arriv;1I and becoming our alarm clock for the summer. Suddenly, Lhere is planting, cleaning up 
and the awareness of new neighbors, new loves, and new cxcitcmcn l .ts terrace doon. open to summer. 

We wave good-bye to winte r and awa it what becko ns us to o u,· new aclvcnLUres. A warm 
welcome to the summer of 1998 and the magic or New York City. 11 is an exci ti ng lm•e affair about to begin. 
Some may end , some may survive , and some 1n;-t}' last, like mine, fo1· 40 yea rs! 

lt.'s still magic and I'm still in lo,•e. 
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Tribute to Brendan Gill 

The New Yea r starte d o ut o n a sad no Lc 

for FR IENDS of th e Upper East S id e 
Histo ric Oist.ri c t.s. We (and all New 
Yo rkers) lost. o ur beloved Board Me mber 

Bre ndan Gill. ll rcndan d ied 0 11 Decembe r 
27, 1997, a t t.h e age o f 83. He was loving ly 

and joyously re membered at a spiirite d 
me mo rial on April 11 t.h a 1. Town Ha ll , 
a u e nde d by more th a n 1,500 peo ple. 

Wri ter, preservationi st, wi t, a nd bon-viv·t1.nl. 
FRIENDS was ho n o red and luc ky 10 have 

had su c h a tal e nt serve o n our Board . 
Fo ll owin g is a passage o n the a rc hiLcct 
William Adanis De lano from Brendan 's 

1990 book, A New York Life: OJ Friends fl,ul 
Others ( Poseidon Press). By printing it 
h ere , Brendan's c harm , sophistica ti o n , 
and eloquence wi ll speak. FRIENDS ca n11 0 1 

th ink ofa more fi11.ing tribute. • 

Bi ll )' was fm· fro 111 obi use whe n, a fe w years la lc r, it c.unc Li 1nc to fol low 1..hc ir1struc t.io 11s oft.li e 

building committee of the Knickerbocker Club. T he wi ndow.~ o n th e main flonr of ihe old cl ubhouse, 

on Fiflh Avenue and Thiny-sccond S1rcc t, had prm'ided its members wi th an exce ll ent \'iCw of th e crowds 

of pedestrians llowing by. In th ose crowds. Bi lly was advised , were many pretty you ng women. who had 

begun a t that time (the period o ft.h e First World War) to revea l dariug, if fugiti \'c , glimpses of an kle and 

lower shin . It 1~1s impcr.u i\'C tha1 1hc windows in the new clubho use. 011 Firth Avenue a11d Six1y.scconcl 

Street. sl1011ld gran t the s::1mc unad :.i1owlcdgcd but ind ispe ns,1ble s.-it.isfactio ns. Did the building committee 

make itse lf clea r? Uilly nodded : carefully he sketched sig htlines on t.he blueprints to indicaw 1.0 the build ing 

commit.tee tl1at. a me mber seated in t.he libr.u-y o r lo,mge or 1l1c new build i11g would h:1\'C the s.1111e exccl lc11t 

viC\V o r passersby tha1 he h ad been able 10 obt;1ir1 in t.hc o ld bui ldin g. 

T he buildi ng co rnmiuce re mained skeptical; rn uch was at stake. At las t it was req u ired of Bi lly, 

tlnu be fore the ,v:1lls o r 1he new bu ild ing had begun 10 rise 0111 or ii.~ newly pmm·d concrete fo undations, 
he e rect a scaffo ld a t. the .same height a bove Fifth A\·e nue as the propo~cd libr.i ry a 11cl lounge. Wood en 

plauks were placed o n the scaffo ld and wi th consider.,ble eOOrt big leather d ub chairs fro m the old building 

were hoisted into place o n the p lat.form. T he n h,1lf a doze n po rtly, 11iiddk"-aged members or rhc huilcl ing 

cornrn ittce were a lso ho isted in to place and seated in 1. he chairs. As the crowd o f pedestrians flowed past, 

tJ1c commil.lce mc11 sat eyeing them wit h th eir usual expenisc. Afler an hour or so, Lhcy agreed tJ mt Billy's 

sighr lines had hee n all Lhat he had prorniscd tJ 1cm tl1cy would be; let. tJ1c build ing be co mpleted as q uickly 

as pos.~ible . 

Se,.·e!ll}'-live rears later, tl1cre the bu ild ing st:mds-in Billy's vicv,1 and i11 the vic1\' o f most arch itectural 

hisL01i a11s, his most distinguished wo rk. It is safe 10 say th e .sightlincs Fro m the windows o f the library and 

lounge ba\·e no t altered by so much a1, a hair's b readth during t11a1 long span o r t.i me, but the change:. in 

women's fashio ns hrwe bee n such th at today it wou ld take fa r mo re than the glimpse o f a si lken ankle o n 

Fifth A\•cnuc 10 pro mp1 a suclclc n pounding or the hcan be h ind 1hc club's high wi ndows. 
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Fifteenth on the Fifteenth 
FRIENDS' Fifteenth Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony 

T he 151.h o rJanuaq•. 1998 was the date to ho ld 
FRIENDS' Firtccn th Annual Meeting and Awa rds 
Ccrcmon)'· Afte r fifteen years, our many friends 
know that if it's mid:Jam1<iry. it's time to head to the 
Asia Society on Park Aven ue ,u 70t h S1rcc1 fo r o ur j 
Ann ua l Mee ting. 

This year, FRIE DS was tnily blessed in te rms 
of wha t we ga\'e and what (or rat.her whom) we 
received . The three award recipien LS were a ll 
recogni zed for their o utstanding cfforLS which will 
have a substa1nial and lasti ng benefit 10 1.hc Uppe r 
East Side. Our three new Board Members a1·e gems. 

,t, •• 
hi' ,r (1 -, 

' 

~ 
~,. 

1, ~ 1\ 
f.",Uf.J,lDS' Pr,.wffi,/ A II/It I_ 1\/iffmrl with (I, la r.) Nid,u/,1.1 />foll, 
l',·r1idr111 oftlrr ,h ill Sor,tty w ul 0. K,fl,y i\111/Mwm,jr., FIUHN/)S' 
'frra.mr,r; 

Anne L. Millard . FRIENDS' President, kicked 
oIT Lh e evening's proceedings wi1h a heart)' andjo)'
o us welcome. She spo ke bliefiy abolll FRIENDS' 
activities over the pas! year incltiding the public,1-
Lion o f our new pull-out magazine for children 
ca ll ed ''Yo ung FRIENDS." ( ee the new edition in 
this newslcu.e r.) Mrs. Mill.i rd the n handed Lhe 
micro pho ne over to Rita C. Chu. FRIENDS' Vi ce 
President and Chair o f the Nominating Comrniucc , 
fo r official Annua l Meeting busi ncs.'i. 

Ms. Ch u proposed the sla1e of nmninees fo r 
Di rectors for the Class of 2000 and Lhe proposed 
sla1e of no minees for Ollicers 10 serve a one-yea r 
lc rm. All were d cc1ecl unanimo usly. 

Spring/S1w1111r.r / 998 

/>rr~11um 1Wtubld S,mw 'll1mrlt mul GiorgitJ Cmmglil'ri. 

New Directors and Officers 

First-time Board Me mbers arc Kern L. llarwick, 
Judith Churchill, and Noushin Ehsan. FRI ENDS is 
lucky to have a talented and e nerge tic Board, and 
these three new members will ce rtainly fit liglu in . 
Mr. Barwick mig lu just as well change hi s name to 
Mr. Preserva ti on-in more than 30 >'ears in the fie ld. 
he has se,·ved as the Chai rman of the l .a11d111arks 
Prcsc r,,;11io n Com1nission , Preside nt o f the 
Municipal An Socic1y, a11cl Prcsiclenl o f Lhc New 
York SLat.e I listorical Association. He is a founder 
o f the PrcscrvaLio n Lc,1g ue of New York Siatc, t.h c 
New York L...,ndmarks Con"crvan cy. and Lh c HislOric 
Distri cts Council. Ms. Churchill is an cas t. sick 
rcsidcn1 who has g ive n her time sc lOcssly to va rio us 
ci\'iC o rganizations. She is clcdic,nccl t.o Central 
Park and is a lo ng-time lk>ard Member o f t.hc 
Ccnu-.:1\ Park Conscn ,;mcy. She has also been 

/)t111itl Gm-r,ml /.,nw,-, 1111/hOt' mu/ l"ia1d,i1/ of /Ji, l lrmix t l r/J ,'wn,ty, 
wilh FIW:'Nl)S' I.M>lml 1\/r111l1f'r11 ,ul HiJ /orir /)iJtrirh (:t,unril Oir,cror 
Fm,my f/lf'l·lwrl. 
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ac1frc in lhe Coa lilio n Lo Save Lhc Co tmges and 
Gardens, and sLill manages to find time to tu tor 
publ ic school ch ildren. Ms. Ehsan is an a rchitect 
wiLh °''e r 25 ye::1rs of local and imernational 
experience. She is the Preside nt o r her own firm, 
Accessible Archi 1ecture, and has do ne a grea t deal 
of restornt.ion and renovatio n work. Ln addition , 
she has lec tured ex tensively at universities and 
inslit.utio ns around the globe, including: Russia, 
China , Singapore, T hail and , South Africa, Iran, 
Turkey, Ireland . England , and 1.hc United States. 

The 2000 slate o f O ffice rs consists o f To ny 
Rosenthal , J-l ono mry Chairnrn n; Anne L. MiJlard, 
President: Rita C. Chu. Vic.:c President; Robcrl K. 
Lindgren , Vice Preside nt; Helen S. Tuckci-, Vice 
President: 0 . Kelley Anclcrson,Jr. , Treasu re r; and 
Roberi C. Quinlan. Sccrcwry. 
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Awards 

Two o utstand ing buildings and o ne o utstanding 
gro up were recognized this yea1·. In the building 
department, the news this )'Car is re l.ig ious prope r
ties. One church and o ne syn:1gogue have demon
sLraLecl a substantial commitme nt to their buildings 
and the neig hborhood by investing in superb 
rcstorat.ions. 

The Church o f lhc Ho ly Trinity at 3 16 East 88 th 
Stree t (Harney and Chapma n, 1897-99) and Park 
Easl Synagogue at 16~ East 67th Street (Schneider 
& l-l cn cr. 1889-90) c:u::h received a Restoratio n 
Award . At Hol y Trini1y, extensive repair. restora
tio n , :md renovatio n was carried o ul on the massive 
carill on . whil e at Pa rk East, the head-to-toe work 
included stained glass window restoration , masonry 
clean ing and rcs1on11.ion . and replicatio n of historic 
features. Linda Gi llies, Executive Director o r the 
Vincc 111 Aswr Foundatio n , presemecl 1-lo ly Trinity's 
aw,1rd to a team tha t was head ed b)' William Sti\~ille 
Huilding Conservator. The Park East c rew, led b)' 
D:1n Pe1.er Ko pple & Associates, rece ived thei r 
award from Manhattan Ho ro ug h Preside nt C. 
Virginia Fie lds. 

In recogni tio n for their cominued and indefati
gable cffon towa1·d the prese rvdtio n of ''The 
Cottages and Gardens" (a complex which was iden
tified as an unrecognized and e ndangered 1and
rn ark in FRIENDS' 1993 exhibit), FRIENDS r it ed 
"The Coalition to Save the Co11agcs and Gardens" 
with an Advocacy Award. David Garrard Lowe, 
Prcside n1 of the Bca 11 x Arts Alli ance , presented 
the award LO the Coalition . • 

'f'hr U'>llagn mu/ 
Gm,lnu. 1'/,,. 
Cotdilfrm liJSau, 
lh,Cot/1/fP"IIIIII 
C.artlms100$rl'f'
ogn1.:.td IL1/h (Jtl 

Atl110tary Awrml 
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Fines Legislation Update 
by Mark Silberman 

l11January of 1998, Mayor Rudo lph W. Giuliani li igncd 
into law the "Landmarks Protec tion Bi ll " (now known 
as Local Law No. I o f 1998), which au1.ho ri:1.es the 
L,ndmark's Prcsc,·va t.ion Commiss ion (LPC) to seek 
civil lines for vio lations of the Landmarks Law. T he 
bill signing ma1·kcd the e nd of a two-year effort by tJ1c 
Commissio n , Councilme mhcr Kenne th Fisher, and 
1..he prese rvation community to give the Commission 
what. vinuall y every o ther city agency a lready has: the 
right to impose a civil fin e for violating a city law. 

T he civil fi nes legislatio n was a major ini tia tive o f 
LPC Chair j e nnilt: rJ Raab. The ability to seek civil 
fines should sign ificantly improve 

right to seek a co urt order (an "injunctio n") t.o hall. o r 
rep lace illega l wo rk. 

As passed , the bill differs in some degrees from 
the bi ll that was fi rst introd uced into the Ci ty Council. 
(Sec Fall/Winter 1997 ncwsleucr for rela t.cd article.) 
The most significant changes are: ( I ) the munbcr o f 
penalty ca tego ries was reduced fro m three to two: (2) 
the Commission may no lo nger seek an ad ministrative 
fin e !or the fa ilure to maintain a building in good 
repair, kn own as "demolitio n by neglect." (although 
the Commission may still go to civil court to enfo rce 
the maintenance req ui remen ts); (3) landmarks vio la-

tio ns no lo nger arc class ifi ed as 
compliance with the La.ndmarks 
Law because it provides the 
Commissio n with a credi b le and 
reasonable enfo rcement tool. As 
passed , the bill amhorizcs two 
l)1>Cs ofadminisu·at..ive penalties: 
Type A Violations (for signifi can 1 
alt.c n1 tio ns to impo n an t archit ec
tu ra l de ta il s o r ma terials, such as 
the rc1noval o r windows or cor
ni ce) and Type B Vio latio ns (for 
a ll other vio la ti o ns). The penal ty 
fOr a Type/\ Vio lation is as hig h 
as 5,000 for a firsl violation , 

The ability to seek civil 

fines should significantly 

improve compliance with 

public nuisances under the 
Nuisance Abatement Law; (4) 
th t= criminal pt= nalties arc 
red uced from what was origi nally 
proposed , although they arc sti ll 
signiJicant.l y higher t.lmn the 
previous levels. Whi le the 
Commissio n sought to rcrnin 
these p rovisio ns, the ir loss docs 
no t. dimini sh the primary thrnst 
o f the new law, which p rovides 
fo r a civil penalt}' for 99% of ;111 
land1narks vio latio ns. 

and if' the ill ega l conditio n is 1101 
fi xed, the Commiss io n can seek 

the Landmarks Law 

because it provides 

the Commission with a 

credible and reasonable 

enforcement tool. 

As signifi cant as the new civil 
pena lti es arc, the civil enforce
men L sysLem is desig ned to be 
ll ex iblc and equitable. IL'> main a penalty o r up to 250 for each 

day that bu ilding cont.inucs 1.0 be 
in violation. T he pe r day penalties are compu ted 
fro m the day llrnt the person was foun d liable or 
p lead guilty to the first No t.ice of Violation (NOV) . 
The penalty fo r a Type B Violatio n is up to $500 fo r 
a 11rst violation ;md up to $50 pe r day if the vio lation 
is not cu red. The bi ll also autho rizes a 500 per day 
fin e for the fa ilure to obey a Sto p Work Order issued 
by the Commission. 

Vio h1ti ons involving demo li tion o r se1io us destn1c
tio n cannot be tried in ad ministrat ive court, btu must 
be broug ht in 1·egular civil coun. T he penalty for 
destroying a land nrn rk is the fa ir marke t value of the 
pro perty wi1h o r wi tho ut Lhe landmark. whichever is 
greate r. Destructio n of an inter io r landmark is pun
ishable by a fin e o f twice 1.he cst.irmncd cost of rep lac
ing the interior. T he Commissio n re wins iL"- ex isting 

o bjective is compliance. no t 
pun ishmenL For most violatio ns, the Commission 
is required to send a wnrni ng le tter befo re se rving a 
formal NOV. If the vio latio n is no t. cured, an NOV is 
se rved . A person can sti ll avo id paying a penalty b)' 
p lead ing g uilty to t.h c NOV and applying Lo cure the 
illegal cond ition . If the vio latio n is no t cured, however, 
the Commission wi ll serve a second NOV for the same 
o ffense-only 1.h is time 1..he person canno t avoid a penally 
b}' p leading guilty and pro mising to cure. He o r she 
will pay a per day penalty go ing back t.o the day that 
he o r she pl e.-ad guilty to the first NOV. 

The civi l penalties become effective in July. Al this 
time the Commission has rece ived a rcchno logy grant 
LO up1:,rradc our violatio ns compute r system. In adcli -
1.ion , we arc looking t.o hi re add itiona l staff to hcl 1> 
implc mcn1 1.hc new enforce men t program. • 

Mn,k Silbrtmnu iJ th f' IJirrrlotof E,,jol'rrmtmtfor ,1,,. IJ1C. 1-1, rlmftr.d !hr l,gillnthm ,111 !!f'IWIJ rl[ tlu: C1J111mi.ufo11. 
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News Briefs 

Sixth Upper East Side 
Historic District to be Designated 

The number of proH.'clcd lmi lding~ 011 the Up1:k!r F.:ist 
Sitlt· (over l ,iOO) will incrc.isc Oy IM!\'cn thii. \J)fing. On 
March 10. 1998, Lhc L.audmark.~ Prc'lt'.n;1uon Commission 
held ;1 dcsign:uion hearing on the prnpo'iCd I lardcn~1gh
Khinclander I lrn1so I l isloric Di~1ric1. FRJE.N DS tcstl licd 
in fornr of1hc dci.ign:ttion of1hc tin) e nclave, which was 
fcawrcd in our 19',J.3 exhibit, NTlw 11 Mmt End:mgcrcd 
1'1:,ce~ on 1hc Uppc1 F..:1st Side ,mcl Thl' Oll1cr Ea:.1 Side." 

Th, /1roJK!.Vil UJ1i11rlm1drr/ l frml,11bngl, I //111~ Hislorir 06/ritl, 
1)40 · u,o I.LXmgton 1'1¥'1111,, mu/ 121 l'AJt 8'1th Slrtf't. 

Located on the W(_-SI siclc o f 1.exington ;\venue 
hc1ween E:i.s1 8<J1h :111<\ E.1s1 90th Streets, 1hc a:.scmhla~c 
comprbcs sh: houses 0 11 Lcxiugtou , ;md o ne house on East 
8!}1h S1rcct,j11s1 wcs1 Qf IA'xi ngton . Namt.'fl for 1hc archi· 
icct ( I lrnrrJ. I la rclc11hcrgh ) nod tlit• dcvc\01,cr (estate of 
Willi :111 1 C. Rhi11clander), l11c house.~ in the proJMJ..'iCd his
toric di~1ric1 rcprcscm thr 1ypc of n •s i1le n1ial de\·clopnwnt 
that OCCUl'fCcl in this part ofC:trnqi;ic I l ill i11 th e l:th' nine• 
teen th cen tury due LO Lrn11spor1:uion and s1rcct imprcl\'t. .. 
111Cll1S. 

Yo rlwillr and Carnegie l-lill lm\·e lo ng been :lSSOCi:1ted 
\\i lh the Rhinelander 11:unc. :15 1he IU1inclandcn were a 
prominent 1-;unily with mst real estate holdings in Lhc :ire.i. 
All of1hc ho u.'lell were co1u,truc1ecl in J888-84J IQ the 
ck!>i~ns or Hc1H') J. l·fardcnbc rgl1, the .u-chi1cc1 of nlilll) 

impor·t:mt New Yt1rk huilctiug., su ch as th e 1'1;11.a I lord am\ 

llw n ,ikom. For tlw ho use~ cummi ,;sio1lt'd hy 1he es tate o f 
William C. Rhi11cla111\cc I lardeubcrg h e mployed a 
Northern Kc na is..'!.mcc Kc..'Vi\-;11 style. On Lexington . the 
housrs rc:111 '" a bi1;1tc c1lly s)'1mnc1ric1I rO\,, i.e., from 
uonh to :iouth you sec dcsi,:::11 t}l>C a,h,c: c,b.a. The lmild· 
mg~ form :, rcm:trkabl) in1act ,md oul~f;mding archhcc1ur
:,l composition. As a g roup, lmn non) is achiC\ t."C.I through 
1.hc u~ of c::01111110 11 nrnl crfab (n.'fl bnck, bro.,.11sione and 
red wrra corm nim), whi1t• the li\dy mix ofan:hitcciuml 
demrnts Ki,·t-s the distric t a pinurc.M1uc cp1:tl i1y. • 

8 F/UE.NDS of i/1, l 'J,/>tT £11St S,d, I /Jsum·, Ou1nm 

FRIENDS' School Program Expands 

S1ud~11/fjrom 1//, Nig!Jti11g11f,../Jom/11nl ,,rliool m11J 1/,,. buili/111,:~ 
11,ry nmt~I (/fl" /H11'llfl//(l/111g i" 1'1111::NOS' p,'r1Kfflm. 

1-lUENDS' :u·cl1hcc tuml l..'t h1c:11io11 prngr::un forclcmen
t,u-y ..chool srudent5 .,.m created in the summer of 19££,. aud 
I))' th:u fall .a pilo1 proi,::r.1111 was i11 pl,,cc at PS. 1:)8. /.W I\ ,,.../ 
S,ornr 195'6~ f,,, """"'"'bd,,./ As 01ibriuall,· concd\'ed, the 
J)ft)b,r,m1 1>'0uld mrgc1 founh-gracler.. (oil tlw Up1>cr EltM Side. 
We chose fourll11,,,r,lCleN bt.'C.Ube tJ1l1 study local history ai. 

p:11·1 of thcir .sot...'ial ~tudics curriculum . We c hose 1ht· UpJ>t'r 
E:L,I Side lnr n lniom reasons. 

Now in its t.hir<I )e;1r, !ht· pro,;;rnm has Ut!c,1 mrnc pop11· 
l:11 than Wt' t"\CI" ini:tJtincd. Nol only has it lx.-en rc.1:,•ul;wly 
1.m1,tl11 at P.S. 6, the Nighti11g;.1lt'- ll:11nliml School. and 1'.S. r,9 
(all on the Upper East Side), but ""'e h:l\ c al$0 been ill\i tt'tl 
i1110 schools o n L11c Up1>cr Wes, Side, I larlcm , nrookl)n, and 
Murr.w I !ill. Since 1hc.."'it· re1:111c.."IIS h:l\·e co111e from tc;1chcri1 
ol" m:my ~dd in 111a11) difTercm neighborhoods. FRlt:.'IDS 
ha.s had to Jci:.lpt L11c program )I() that the material 1,·ould l>c 
:11>plicablc. l..uckil)', t.h C' progr.1111 was clNgned IO be ncxibk• 
!ol) th:it it c-,m be.· impll"mcntcd iu ,·irtu;1lly ,my clc111c11t;u·y 
school da~rou111 in ,•inually an)' ncighhorhoocl througl101u 
N1..-wYork. 

The l'.L ,\ .C.E. Network (l't..·o plc Learning About it} 

f.11virn11111crns) ha~ pl,l)'t..'<I :1 ki.1' rnlc in informing C<h11:;1rors 
throughout the cit)' about FRIENDS' progr.un. 111c P.LA.(: E.. 
Nc1work i\ an alli;mce of t..'tlttGIIOl'i who focus 011 urb.111 
11d8 hlx1rhoods and c ,wiron mc ms m 1c.1d 1i11g children and 
adul~ FR.IE.'IDS is :1 member. 

The ~ucceo;s of FRI ENOS' progr.1111 resis sc.1uard ) 011 the 
!>houldcr.i uf our \\"tlndcrful doccni.s, who domnc 1hcir time 
IO first learning the prngrnm , and then m \isi1ing 1hc !,C'hoc:11 

1hrt.-e tilllL"li to lc;1d d ;1SSroom scssious a nd :1 \\~tlklug 10111·. 
Om uccd for cloccuts is g1calt'r now dia11 t,'\"CI" hcforc. \\'011 '1 
yrn1 consid e r gi,fog ~ me tinw rn help instill in children au 
npprecia tion and k:i•,c for the :irdLitt-ctuml richc:s that surround 
them? C:11\ FRJENDS' o flice :u 53&-2526 il")'OU would like 
m \'olumecr. If )'OIi " 'ould like more information ,tbout 

The P.L.A.C._E,. Ne1work, 1-lUENDS cau mail )"OU :t IX)~td 
dcllt:ribing the mcml>cnl :111cl !heir progr::uns, 0 1· \ "OIi may 

conmc1 1hc I Ii.stork Di~1ric1s Council m i99--583i 
111'1/ /iii, /1) lhtwlt 011r 1w,11lnfi1I 1f.om1ls.: jnll' A111/m1'\, O,bm 

J\.11,rr, ,..,~, D11 b111, J 1111u Elt.. St1111111 f ,m,tm1, UOOt'f·t t111dgr,-,,, 
1\ 1111, M,llmtf, Mm'ifJII Mo,gn11, l 'nt 1(1m)1110, C,m,Jf 11m, tin · !'If.JI):, 
muf April \\'t1hll!:Jli'dl. • 
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Preservation Committee News 
The Preserva tion Commiucc continues lO review a sleady stream or applicalio ns fo r Ct: rtific.lles of Appropriateness 
(C of A) . The Comminee is ava ilab le to mee t with archi tects, owners, and lawye rs, and express ap proval o r 
,,oicc concerns regarding t.hc various applications. Hy testifying at public hearings a l the Landmarks Prcscrvat.ion 
Commiss io n , FRlENDS' Presenration Committee gives a voice to the bui ldings. Following, in geographic orde r, 
is a list o f 1.hc C of A items for October 1997 - March 1998. The L..anclmarks Prcscrvat..ion Commission's decision 
is given for each appl icatio n. 

East 60s 

The ,\frtrof,o/i((rn Club, I Ewr 601/, S11n:1, will 
built/ u 111•w l'IIU'1'1,"'l''J rxil .1/flir /(lwn· i11 this 
nllry brhtlffll the dub and 1hr. /'i,.,.rt Notrl. 

1 Etul 60/lt Sl rwii:t: A ll(.'O-ll :11ian:11c s1yle 
clulJho 11Sc built in 1892-18!)<! d esigned by 
Mc Kim. Mead and White. App lic:ition to 
cons1nic1 :tflditions :11 the nort hern sid1: 
r,1rcl ;u1d o n the rooftop :md to alter :1 door 
at the coun}~tnl for harrier-free ;1cccs.sihility: 
APPROVED. (Zmml R I O-fl ) 

219 £as/ 6211d St reet: A row ho use huilt 
in 187:\-187•1 designed by R.f11I. 111111 1. 
Applicatio n Lu construct a o u c-.stoq• 
rooft o p addi tion: A Pl'llOVED. (Zo 11ed 
RHB) 

5 Eosl 6Jrd Sired: A row hlmse bui h in 
1900 and :iltc n:d in 1942 b)' I farry I lurwitt. 
Applicatio n tu e nlarge a v.•indow o pe ni ng 
on die west ele'l~ttion : A l,l'll OVED. 

24 East 64th S lreti l: A row house built in 
188 1- 1882 and a ltered in th e t\damesquc 
Sl)'le in 1919-19!!0 by Mo tt It Schmid!. 
Applic:uio n to replace g ro und noor doors: 
IVI T IWRAIVN. 

126 J.:a5/ 641h Street: A 1·ow ho use built 
i11 187 1 ;md a 11 e red in 1910 a nd 1929. 
Applic:uion lo construct a rc:1r :1ddition: 
LAID OVER. (Zoned R8B) 
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129 Eo,1 64 //, Strrct: A neo-Crec style row 
house built i11 1876-1877 desig ned by john 
~lcCovl and altered i11 1937 by Cornn and 
Conin . Applic:uio 11 to modify an appro"cd 
proposal to aher 1ht' fac.1dc: ;uu l front are""''Y. 
APPRO VED WITH MOD/f'ICATIONS. 

129 Em/ 65th Stree/, alw 122-124 £cul 
66/h Street: An l1;1foma1e ~t)fo residence 
designed by F.S. l~1r 11s, built in 187H 872 
;md :1lte red to 1he design ofThoma.s I la.rlan 
Ellt:u in 1932. Application 10 alte r lhe 
fa cad e ; WI T /-/DllAIVN. 

23 Emt 67th Stretit : A row how,e built in 
1882- 11:183 a. ncl a lt.creel in the neo-Fcder.11 
style m I YI Y by Stcmcr and \\'o lfc. 
Applic;uio n Lo legalize the ins1a lla ti u11 of 
a sib'l l ancl naKpole wi1 ho 111 L1nd111arks 
Pn:scn~1tio11 Co1nn1is.~ion J)l;fmit.s: DENIED. 

I J Easl 69th S/rcet: A si111plitiecl 11en
Cl:l\.~ic. il style town ho use huilt in 19!!1:1 
d esigne d b)' William A. J-l cwleu. 
Application to r:1isc the facade. a lter the 
g rou nd fl oor, ,md co nstruct a rootiop 
additio u; APPROVED. (lu11 tid C5- I ) 

East 70s 

4 - 8 Eas/ 70th Street: A s1ylizccl neo
Clas$ical / An-Dcco style :1partment ho use 
built in 193fl designed br Syl\-;111 Uicn. 
Applic 1tio 11 t.o co ns1ruct a11 .1dditior1 al 
the 1errnce; APPROVED. (Zo11tid RBB) 

170 &ul 70th Stred: A lk:mx-Art.s style 
smhle built in 1001-02 d esigned by C. 1'.1 1. 
Gilbert :md a ltered in 1925. Applic uion 
to rcp1:11;c the e1 1tr.1J1ce i11fill aml sumc 
111i11dows, and alter the ~idcwalk; /'ENDING. 

126 East ])rd Slree l: A rm,• ho use built 
in 1872 and ahcrcd in the 11co-Eli1.;1 bc th:m 
Sl)'lc in 1912 Dy lk.-tjami n M. \\ 'eh bt:r. 
Applicatiu11 lo construct a rooftop addi
tion; IVITflDRAIVN. (Zm,ed R8B) 

116 £65/ 73rd Stred: A two-Gree str lc row 
ho use built in 1880 designed by Willi:1111 
Mc Nam:i rn. Applirntion to consu·uc1 :i 
roofiop ;~ddition; A l' l' llOVED. ( Zo11 ed 
RBR/ Ll'I-IA) 

44 East 74 th Str-eel: A 1kaux-Arts st)•le 
town ho use h11ilr in 19<1<1- 1905 <ksigncd hr 
George F. l'cl h;un. Applic;ui t)n to leg:i li 1e 
pai 11ti11g tl 1e f:u.-::1dc wi tho ut Umd111arks 
l' rc~n ':ttion Com mission pcrm ib: 
DENIED. 

9 Easl 7911, Stred: J\ nc~T11Clor s1yle 
:,parunc.111 building b uilt in 1928-19~ 
d esign ed b}' J-1 :,ll Plc;l'i.lll l~ Pe nnington 
:ind Lewis. Applic:11 im1 to :tiler wluclows 
:111d inst:111 lh roug h-thf'-l,~111 :,ir cm1 d i1io11er 
1111iti; m 1 sc:cmulary facades: Al ,PROl'ED 
IV/TN MODI FICATIONS. 

East 80s 

J East 80/h Stroel: A ro1~ houSt: built in 
1898-18\1.1 d ~ ig ne d b}' Welc h . Smi th . :md 
Pro\'oL Application to alter the areaway 
and 1hr hascmcnt window~. and to e nlarge 
wi mlow upcuing~ or1 the re.ir clcv.ttion: 
APPROVED. 

9 East Bi si Sired: A row ho use built in 
1878-1879 amt a ltc,·cd in the 11co-Fcder.1l 
s1ylc by Murphy and Dana. Applicalio n to 
replace the cmrauce door: APPRO VED 
WITH M ODIFI CATIONS. 

East 90s 

21 Ea5/ 90th Sine/: An An-Deco style 
:1p:trtme n1 bu ilding bui lr in 1927 designe d 
by George F. Pelha m. Appli t.-::uion 10 
replace wi ndows: APP/lOVED. 
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I Em/ 9/J'I Sfttt'I, 
fa· diJrrtt/a,11/ 
n::,p,,.rls lhf' mmisfrm. 
Th1; 1;,: fm11 11in11 
j mm f "ijtlitlVt'IIUt; 
mu/ /Ill' /1ro/mr1/ 
l!il 'TL\ Wi/1,//11' 
mltli 1ioudmw11fo. 
IV11rfni11gwurlf'.J)' 
JJ111t rirkWJ1ite& 
B11rti.s A n:l1ilu ts. 

I £as/ 91:d Street (former Olt/J m,d Addie 
Ka/111 f1 011te, 110w Com ,e11t uf /h 1; Sacrtd 
Hearl): An h :1lian lkn:tiss;m cc s1ylc 111:\11• 
sio11 h11il 1 i11 Hl 1!~ 19 1R flcsig1w rl byJ. 
Arms1ro 11g Sten ho usc wi th C. P.H . Cilbcn . 
Applic:1ti011 w construe, a n addition : 
A PPROVED. (Zo,ml R./0 f Pl I) 

JO East 9211d Street: A R. c 11aiss.,ncc R1·\'iv:tl 
style row houS<: h11i lr i11 1892-1895 des ig rwd 
by Hcnry.J . l-l ardcubergh. Appli rnt io n to 
1"1.!place an awuing which " ~lS insmllcd :u 
the b;1scmcnt lc:\·c l in 11on-co 111pli:111n· wit h 
C"-ertilicatc o f Appropriate n ess #97236'1 ;md 
to ins t;,11 a new light tisrure : LA ID OJ/Ell. 

JJ J East 9211d Street: A n eo-Crec style row 
h u usc with Queen A1111e style tkrni l bui h in 
11'186 1887 d c.~ign1.'<I h)' C. Abbo11 French and 
('.Qmpauy and altered i11 1937 by William 
and Geoffrey Plau. Application to install a 

St:cu ri l)' gri lle at llie fro 111 cloor: PENDING. 

Fifth Avenue 

768 Fifth Avenue: A Fre nc h Re n aiss:m cc 
stylt: ho tel built in 190!,-. 1907 d esig ne d by 
1 lem ")' J . 1-lardeu bcrg h . Applica lio n \Cl 

;,ltcr d oo rs and ,m ent rance ca nopy o n 1he 

59th Slree t fac;1cle: A PPROVED. 

9/ 2 FiftJ, Az1em11;: A 11eo-lt;1lim1 
Rcnais.~'\llCt: St}·lc a part111e 11 r h1 1ilding built 
in 1925 d c~ii;ne d hy Sch1,~1rtz and Cross. 
Applicatio11 10 establish II mas ter p l:t 11 

go\·erni11g future wi11do"' replace nu:11t: 
APPROVED IVITJ/ MODIFI CATIONS. 

I 025 Fifth Az1e1111e: A rno<le r 11 a pa rtmem 
building h u ih in H.15!i d esig n ed by 
Raymond Locwy William S11a ith . Inc. 
Applicminn io n.- placc windows :mcl dours . 
and create a n ew window ope n ing 011 tlie 
\\"CStcrn elevation: APPROVED IN PA RT. 

/071 Fifth Ave1111e: A Modern style nm.st.'" 
11111 hui h in 1956- 195\J d c signC'd by Fran k 
Lloyd Wright ;md c n br,:;cd in 1988-l\>IJ2 
by Cw.ul uncy Siegel :md Associates . 
Applicalior 1 In perm :m cmly rc1ain a banner 
prt'vim 1sly app roved for tcmpomry i11s1a lb 
tion : to rnlKlify the design of :1 prc \•iouslr 
appro1·cd kiosk, and to in sm ll flag pole~ and 
banners: PENDING . 

11 20 Fifth Aue,11rn: A n eo-R.c 11aiss.ance 
St}'lc• ;ipartnwnt house buil1 in 1924· 1925 
d esigned by.J .E.R. C:1rpc nlcr. Applic:u.ion 
lO establish a master plan gow•rning th t· 
futu re i11stalbtio11 nf rc place111en1 win d ows 

and I IVAC ef111ipment: !'ENDING. 

1140 Fiflh Al1e1111e: A nco-Renaissa n ce St )'lc 
;1p;u-m1c111 l1ousc buil t in 192 1 clesib'llCcl by 
Fred F. French ('.omp;my. Applirntion to 

establish a maste r plan go\"crni11g 1111: 
f11111re i11s1 allario11 of n.: p lace111c 11t wi11dows 

am! HVAC: e q u ipmcm : PEND/ NC . 

JJ 50 Fifth Ave,me: A 1u-o-Georg ian style 
apartme nt house huih in 1923-192<1 
dt:signcd b}' J.E.R. Carpenter. Ap plication 
tu establish a master p l:111 go\"en1 i11g the 
fmu rc installatio n of repb cc m c n t windows 
mid HVAC equi pme nt : PEND/NC . 

1158 Fifth Al1et111r.: A nco-Rc 1rniss.:m cc style 
apartment h o use builL iu 1924 d csigued by 
C. 1-l o\\'ard Cnme and Keunclh Frn11l la :im . 
Applic:u io n 10 e stablish a maste r pla11 gov
e rning 1hc future ins1:1llation o frepl:ict.'
me ut wi ndows :md 1-!VAC ecp1ip111en r: 
PENDING. 

11 65 Fifth Ave1111e: A n1;0-Re 11 :1 iss:m cc s1ylc 
apar1111e 11 1 ho use wi rh 111cdiem li,ing orna-
111e 1u IJllilt in 1925- 1926 designed by.J.E.R. 
Caq x:ntcr. Appl ic;i t.iu11 to establish a 11rns-
1e r plan gow•rning 1hc future ins1;11latio n 
nf 1·e pl ar. e111c n1 windows arid HVAC 
cq11ipme 111 : PENDING . 

10 PIUENJJS nf1hr U/tp,r East Sitlr Historir DiJtric6 

II 70 Fifth Az1tm11e: t\ 11eu--Re 11aiss:111cc st )'IC 

apanment house with mt:dil'\~tliziu~ orm1-
111c111 lmilt in 192f,-J926 ,lt:sig necl by.J. E. R. 
Carpe 111 c r. Applic,uion to es1:1blish a mas
ter plan gO\'Cniiug ihe fulure i11sr:tllatio 11 
nf 1"c pl:u:emc 111 windows :111 d I IVAC 

ec1uipmc 11 t: PENDING . 

I I 70 Firth Avcn 11c: Applie 1tio 11 lo i11sta ll 
one I-I VAC uni t on a side 1.,.;,1[ ; WI TU
DltAIVN. 

Madison Avenu e 

694 Mmlisu 11 Al1e1111 e: A nco-Crec St}' lc 
n.:sidcn ce built in 1878- 18 79 d esigned b)' 

.J . 11 . Valentine. Applica1io r1 to im11al1 a 
canopy at lh e g round Oour ;md awnhig) 
;11 1h c sccund tloor: DENIED. 

717 Madiso ,i Az1t'll11e: A neo-Crcc style row 
house built iu 18 77 desigued hy Charles 
l\ :ixter. Applicalinn to ins1:11I :tn awning: 
IVTTHIJRAIJ/N. 

789 - 79 1 /l.ladiso11 Az1e1111e: T,.-o 
lmlianatc/ n eo•Grec siylt· ruw liouscs 
d esigned hy F.S. B:1rus. 78!J Madison 
Ave nue w;L~ ;1l1 ered in 19()1J by Alhm :u1d 
Limlchc rg 10 :i r.r.om mrnl:Ht· a 1wo-swq• 
ad dition at the rear a nd in 1925 lu include 
a 1"·0-s10ry s1o rc fror11. Applic:niou 1.0 
co11s1r11ct rear y.,rrl :md 1"(1oftop a11dit.io ns 
at 789 t,.fadison Ave nue aud <I n ew SIU l"l.'

fro !ll at 79 1 Madison Al"CllUe: 
A PPROVED. ( Zo ,1ed C5- I ) 

8 1) Madisori Az1et111 e: A neo-Crcc sryle ro"' 
ho11s.e h11il1 in IBRl-82 clcsigr 1ed h}' C h;1rles 
llut:k a nd Co111pat1)'· Appl it.'mivn to con
struct a rear ya rd addi1 ion ,md alter the 
gro1 1nd fl1x1r: APPROVED. 

8 14 Madi!WII Al1e1111e: A neo-Rc naiss:m ce 
s1ylc apan.1ne 111 huilcling b 11 il1 in 1912-19 13 
d esig ne d br He rbert Lucas . Applicatio 11 to 
leg;1f ize the i11smll:11io11 ofwi 11dows in no11-
C(1111pliance wit h Certilic:Hc o f No Effec1 
#!)82080: DENIED. 

117,, 11 wurk 011 //,1; J9ti, Strf't' I fiu:mlr. uf 1/ir J'lm.11 
ffolf'I, i68 Fiflh A11r11 11I', is um1J1ll'lr, m11rh of 
th, lmton r ll/1Jwnra11u 11111/ rrtun,. 
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J\I /1,r \\h 1fm ry N111d, 828 • 8:JO Madis1m 
1h !l't1 11r, wm* wiff iurf,ulr, 11 11111.jor flu(/ fiJI. 
Corniu.s (nuf fi11u:J/011r. lxilro11me,f will be 
mforW. rim/ /Jiruugli-11, ,..wnll 11ir cc111di1irmM 
ruts miff be pnu:hal wilJ1 111111d1i11g lnirk. 

828 · 850 Afodi.ro11 Ave11ue: A nco
Rcnaiss;mce Sl)' lc hu tcl bu ildi11 i:; buih in 
192!',-1926 d c:sig:11cd by George F. Pe lham. 
Applica1io11 w o·eate new windm,• open· 
ings, i11s1:1II s turc lrou ts, res to re the facad l.'.S, 
and construc t. a rooftop bulkhead : 
APPROVED IV/TU MOD IFICATIONS. 
(Zcmed C5-I ) 

1291 M1uliso11 Ave1111r: A Romanesque 
Rc\·i\~11 style row house built in 1889- 1890 
designed by J ames E. Ware. Applica tion to 
leg.-il izr the insrnlbrion ofligh1s, an awning, 
;md :1 c:mopy wi thout L.mdmarks 
Prcsen~1tion Cm nm ission permits: 
A PPROVED IN PART. 

Park Avenue 

570 Park Ave11111i: A nco-Rcnaiss.1nce style 
apartment building built in 19 15- 19 16 
designed by Emcq· Ro th . Application 
ro replace two leaded glass windows: 
A PPROVED . 

635 Pork Avenue: A neo-Rcnais.~1nce style 
:1par tmc 111 building bui11 in 19 12-19 1~ 
designed l>yj .E. R. C:1rpc 11 tcr. Applicatio11 
lu enlarge a wiudow opening am.I install 
fo ur through-the-wall air conditioner un iu 
o n a secondary clc\~ttion: WITHDRAWN. 

6)5 Parlt Avl!,111 1! : Application 10 cnl;1rgc 
a m;1.'I011 ry o pe ning and insta ll two new 
doors m 1 r.hc East 66th Street dc\'.llio11 : 
APPROVED WITH MODIFICATIONS. 
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650 Park Ave,iue: An apartment building 
built in 1962-196'.1 designed by j ohn M. 
Kokkins. Application 10 alter :1 window 
011 1.hc rear facade: A l' PROVED. 

695 Parlt Av,rm111!: A 11co-Gothic St)•lc public 
school built i11 19 12-l!Jl<I desigm:d hy C. I\ J. 
Snyder. Applic:uion to install a sil,'11 at the 
entr~111ce 10 1he Frederick (.,Qt!we Theater~ 
WITHDRAWN. 

850 Park Ave,wl!: An apanmcnl l1ousc 
lmih i11 19 1:>- l!ll4 d csig:111:d by Rrn1,;c ;111d 
Goldstone. Applicatio n 10 re place a door: 
WITHDRAWN. 

Lexington Avenue 

870 m,d 870 I / 2 U!.Xillgtm, Avr ,111e: A nco
Fcclcrnl style apartm c rH lmilcling buill in 
190!!-190•1 cle~igned by Edwin O utwater. 
Applic:uio 1, 10 leg:1lizc t11e imm11lat.ion of 
m,•n ings withom L.mdm:irks l'rcsc::n,atio11 
Commission perm i1.s: WITHD RAWN. 

874 l e:o:i ,ig /0 11 Avl!11111i: A row house lmi h 
in IB7 1-1872 designed h)' F.S. B:m1s. 
Applicatio11 to alte r :1 srorefro111 wh ich was 
installed witJ1011t La ndmarks Prescn ~11ion 
Com mission permits: APPROVED WITH 
MOD IFICATIONS. 

964 · 966 lexi11g1011 Avem rn: Two fo ur
srory rcsidc11ecs built in 1871-1872 wir h 
storcfroms added in 1927. Appl ication 
10 install s1orefro 11 1S: APPROVED. • 

Call or write for a copy of 
the Second Edition of our 

Preservation Manual -
A G1wic 11; 

N, ,'. Yo,~: (,t·,. 

The Prcscrv,mon Manu,11 cont;J1n, 111for
mJt1on for property owner,. ,irch1tect~. 
L\.:nJnts. ;ind contr,1ctor, pl;innmg to 
perform work. .ind ,nforma11ve gu ,dehnes 
for md1v1duals and community groups 

Also included ,lrc .1 gloss,1ry of frequent
ly used terms. ,1 du-cctory of related org,1· 
mzat1ons. an ovcr-v,ew of the LPC ;ind 
Landmarb L1w. The second edl!lon of 
The Preservation Manual wJs made po!>
s1blc through the generosity of The J.M 
Kaplan Fund. Planning and Pre!>ervation 
Fund of the Open Sp,Ke Institute, The 
Vincent Astor Found,llion , ,ind the East 
Manhatt.1n Chamber of Commerce. 

The cost 1s SS.00 plu, S1.00 sh1pp1ng. 
For further mform,1t1on contJCt 

Friendsat535-2526 
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Mark Your Calendar! Upcoming FRIENDS Eve nts 

I 

Spring walking tours: 

Sa Lm·day, May 2. 1998 -J o in architectural histo rian and prorcssor J uhn Kri skiewicz fo r a look a t soinc of 1..h c easl side's 
mos1 out5t<mding apartment houses. The d esigns o f_J.E.R. C..11-pcm cr and Ros::11-io Candela, mas1crs o f Lhc type. will 
feature promine ntly on the LOUr. 

S,uurday, Jun c 6, 1998- Susan T unick, :111thor. historian , ad\10C:lle, and President of th e Friends o f Terra Coua will 
lead us o n a Terra Cot.ta Trek. in search of the cast side's most unusual cx:i mplcs o f this fabulous material. 

Call FRIENDS' o fii ce, 535-2526. for furthe r detai ls. 

S/Jring talks: 

Watch your mail fo r infornmtio n about upcoming pa nel discussio ns fca11.1ring lively and intel ligent d ebat es :1bo ut 
some o f th e "ho 11cs1" topics in preservmion 1oday. I-l ope lo sec you soon . 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POST AGE 

PAID 
Poughkeeps ie, N.Y. 

Permit No. 3 16 

FRIENDS of the Upper East Side Historic Distr icts • 20 East 69th St r eet , NY, NY 10021 
(212) 535 -2526 Fax : (212) SJS-2155 

I 



Welcome to Young FRIENDS. If you like buildings, 
you ' re su1e to enjoy this magazine . In it, you'll 
find articles, craft ideas, and all sorts of interesting 
information about the terrific buildings you see 
everyday right on your own block. 

The Lost Tracks of Time 

I f yo u h ave eve r Laken a ride o n th e num

ber 6 Lrain , yo u kn ow whal a sa rdin e fee ls 

like! To trnvel o n th e Lexi ng1 0 11 Avenue 

local i s to be crammed and crush ed, Lramp lcd 

and trod upon , shaken a nd s1irrccl , jigglcd 

and wigg le d . Some find i1 fun a nd cxci 1-

ing, but man y N ew Yo rkers wo u l d 

rath e r uik e a dip in the East Ri ve r 

than baulc th e dail y crun c h o n 

th e subway. 

It was n 't ah\•ays thi s bad . If 

yo u li ved o n th e U pper East ~iclc 

in th e la te 19 1h-cc 111ury, yo u 

wou ld be abl e to crui se d own

t.own wit h ;is muc h case, access, 

and as 1nan y c h o ices a s 1h c lat e 

20th-cc ntu1·y cas l side r wh o surfs 

the NcL In 1938, only 60 years 

ago , 1hc Uppe r Eas l. Side l.ravclcr 

h ad hi s (o r her) c ho ice o r Lwo e le

va led Lrain l in es, o ne underground sub-

way lin e, and seve ra l surface bus lin es . 1r yo n 

lhink llrnt 60 years is an e lc rnily, co nsid er i1 

in g eo logic Lerms wh ich dale Lh e car li esL era 

or Lh c earth Lo mo re than 4 billio n ye;u s ago. 

Sti ll Lhink 60 years is rorcvc r? 

So wh e re did a ll t h is Lransponatio n go? 

Guess yo u could say Lhat th e trains h o ppe d 

I a ) '0 1111g flUEND:i of th~ UPJH:r /:..list Sid~ I liJ"IOrir 1Ji11ricts 

the las1 train and hig h ta il ed it o u t o f 1own. 

Wh y th ey went, wh e re th ey wen t, h ow th e)' 

we nt , a nd wh y they we1·e buill in the first 

place is an interes ting sto r y. 

More th a n 100 yea rs ago, in the 1860s and 

1870s, most Ne w Yor kers li ved south o f 59 th 

SLree t. Up in thi s neck o r th e 

wood s, it r ea ll y was pre tty mu ch 

j us1 that - wood s! Th e re was some 

scau c red d eve lo pment , wood e n 

shac ks, and co untr y ci;ta tes, but 

nothin g that we wo uld recognize 

toda y. For th e peo p le li ving down

town , things star1 cd getting prc u y 

cro wded because eve r yo ne was 

cra mmed wgeth e r. Peopl e began 

LO Lhink about mo ving uplown , 

awar fro m al l the conges ti o n. BuL 

what i f yo u r favoril C re staurant 

was d owntown in th e o ld ne igh-

borhood ? Wlla, if }'Our school o r ro ur 

j o b or your g randma were in th e south e rn 

half" o f 1\4.:tnhatt.an as we ll? How would ro u 

ge t th ere? 

That 's where I h e e levated Lrain s come in . 

( Fo1· th e uniniliate d , an e lcva 1c d train is a 

1rni11 tlrn1 trave ls o n tl"acks wh ich arc c lcv.ited , 

that is, lif1.cd up ,ibO\'C th e slree t. ) Techno logical 
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<ormrt0Jed(,om p1, fa 

innova tions made th ese kinds o r trains poss ible 

aro und Lh e time of Lh c Civil W,ir. T h e firs t 

c lcv,n ed (c l for sh o rt ) was built in 1867 o n 

t.h c lower wes t side o r Manhattan. 

city d ec id ed to rnk e th e m clown . Th e Seco nd 

Avenue El was di smanll ed in 1940, and th e 

Third Ave nue El we nt in 1955. 

Once th ey were go ne, 1hc s1.rce1.s were sun

nie r, and the charac ter 

o r Seco nd a nd Thi,·d 

Avenues b cg:111 to 

c ha n ge. Many o ld , 

sma ll er bui ldin gs we re 

ton1 clown , a nd newer, 

b igge r, a nd tall er build

ings wen t u p. So me s;iy 

th at t hi n gs look be tte r 

sin ce t.h c e ls wc,·e torn 

By t.h e 1870s a nd 

1880s, t he kinks in that 

lirs t ex pe rime ntal lin e 

had bee n iro ned out. 

and co mpani es sprun g 

up to build a nd run th e 

e ls. With the e ls . previ

o usly inaccess ibl e pans 

o r l\hrnh auan wou ld be 

o pe ned up for d eve lo p

me nt --houses, schools, 
Tlo t TJ11rd 1\ 11f.1nu fl i11 195]. 'rim· virw is/ram East 72111/ 
S1rul. /Jy ti,~ El. ro111·1uy H & M l'rnd11r.lirm.1. clown . OL11 c rs l ong for 

c hurches and sy nagogues , 

stores, hospi tal s, parks--w h o le neighbo rhoods 

h'ou ld be crented! Just because or th e e ls. 

In fac t, th e Upper East Side owes a tre me n

d o us d e bt to th e two e ls 

that ran h e re. Wilhout 

th e Third A,•e nu c El 

(bui lt in 1878) and th e 

Seco nd Avenue El ( built 

in 1880) , muc h o f th e 

Uppe r East Side wou ld 

no t. have been built . Th e 

e ls macl c it poss ibl e to 

ge t aro und tow n eas il y 

fro m the Upper East Side. 

So i f th e e ls we re so 

g rea t. , conve ni ent. and chea p (a ride on ly cost 

a ni cke l up unti l 1948), why were they ta ken 

d own? Th ey were no isy. T h ey were dirt y. 

Peop le began to 1h ink or th em as old and 

ug l)'. No one wa n ted t.o li ve rig ht next to 

the m. Th ey made the stree t dark. They d id n ' t 

auract as ma ny riders as thC)' used to , so th e 

Spn11g/S111n11i,r /'998 

th e days o f th e els. 

llut those da ys a,·e gone fo re,•e r. Unless o r 

co urse )'O U stand o n Th ird or Second Ave nu e , 

close your eyes, and imagine th e tra in rumbling 

by overh ead , hear th e 

condu ctor announci ng 

th e nex t sto p , sme ll th e 

.-;oot, fee l th e gro und 

reverbe ratin g. and 

hea r th e clickely-clack 

or th e passengers' fec 1 

as th ey d esce nd th e 

wooden s tail's onto th e 

strce L. lfyo1 1 can d o 

th a t, th e n th e c ls \\•il l 

I ivc forever. • 
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Art in the Su bwa ? 

B
y Lhe lime l11 c els were Lorn down in the mid

dle pan of the 20th-ce ntury (see pg. I a), 

lllOSL peo ple regarded them as ugly, hulking 

eyeso res. E\'cryo11 c had goHc n so used to them , 

tha t they stopped paying aucntion to the beauty of 

the els-in ac tuali ty, the stations had lovely sta ined 

g lass a r1d inu·ica tc ii-on-work. 

The e ls are gone, but th e 

subways are no t. And yes, like 

1..h c els, th e su bways possess 

unrecogni zed and unnoticed 

beauty. Bc,.11.ny? In the snh

ways? The New Yo1·k Ci ty 

subways? Yes! 

VVhcn the New York Ci ty subway 

was first built in 1904 , the builders 

kn ew tha t people might. feel uncom-

fortabl e, o r eve n frightened to u,1vc l undc1·gro und . 

They wanted t.h c subwar to be po pular and success

fu l, so they thought that makin g the statio ns as 

attraCLivc as possible would help subway rid ers feel 

more a t ease. Also, man y or the subway's bui lders 

and d esigners were innuen cccl by th e "City 

Beautiful " n10,1e ment , which was a belief Lhat 

public spaces and urban places sho uld and could 

be d esigned as a unifi ed who le, o ft en by using 

decora ti ve clemen ts that recalled Ancient Greece 

and Rome. What beu.c r place to apply th is notion 

of a beaut.iful , coherent. ensemble Lhan int.he new 

subwa)'? 

Once Yo ung FRJENDS fou nd 0 111 tlmt the subway 

stations had been designed to be beautiful. we 

grabbed a ca mera , dug o ut our fare , and ho pped 

aboard a train hoping tha1 so meone wo uld show us 

the beauty! We went C\'c rywhcre - £.;1st Side. West 

Side. all around the town in search o f this fab led 

grandeur. Diel we find it.? Indeed! Do you 

want t.O know 1vhcre it is? Read on. 

Since each station has to have a sign 

an no un cing its locatio n, the subway's 

designers d ecided 10 take advantage of 

a ll these signs and make them wo rks o f 

a rt. And <irt they arc. Each station has 

signs or clccorntivc panels that arc nrncl c 

o ut o f Lerra cotta (a kind o f fired day 

o ften used for d ecoratio n in arch itecture) 

and ceramic mosai c. These subw·ay mosaics 

are no t o nl y co lo rfu l, creative, i1urica tc, 

artful, and yes, beau tiful. blll they can also gi,•e yo u 

all sons o f neat informatio n abo ut the stations. Fo r 

exarnplc, jus1 by looking at the subway mosaics and 

ceramics you can figure ou t the ap proximate elate 

of the sutt io n. Want LO sec what we mean? Come 

along wi th \ b ung FRIENDS as we takt- a photo-

graphic journey through the subway's :,ubterrancan 

galler y. 

One liulc factoid to bear in rnind as we take our 

armchai1· trip is tha t tJ1 e sub1vay was essentially built 

in three phases. The subway an differs grea t.ly dur

ing each period. A gcnc1, 1l rnlc o f llmmb is that as 

time went on , the subway ceramics got simple r. • 

Thi s te rm co w, p laque fro m 33rd S tree t is t)•pi cal o f L11 e ea rl ies t phase o f 

co nstruetio n ( ro ughl y 1900- 1908, a lso kn own as "Co ntrac1 I" a nd " o ntrac t 

2"). Wh y? Wh e n yo u look al thi s e ag le, yo u mig ht t h ink scul pt.lll"c - it is 

three-dim e ns io na l and c labonne. Th ,n 's a ha llm a rk o f Co ntracts I and 2 -

a sculp tural qu ality - j ust think of it as some thin g that yo u wou ldn ' t wa nt t.o 

d ust! Th e loca ti o n plaques o f these s ta ti o ns o ften h ave fantas ti c mo saic 

Ja )Qu11g FRJl.NDS of ti,,. Uppn- lmt ),dr ll,slorir Ou 111rb 



d esig ns 1.h a1 a rc two d im ensio nal ( th a l is, l hcy a re n at ). 86lh a nd 

96th Streets, a nd Lcx inglO n Ave nue a rc t)•pical of th e s ta ti o n d esig ns 

o f thi s middl e pe riod o r subw.ay 

constructi o n , which lasted from 19 13 

1920. (Yo u mig h t see thi s period 

refe rre d to as the "Dua l Co ntrac ls.") 

In fa ct. if the mosa ics a re n at, it mus t be fro m th e Dua l Co n tracts! 

Th e las t ph ase o f subway co ns truc tion slartcd in 1925.* 

These stati o n s .1re charac te rized by a single band o r co lo r 

o r simpl e, s tra ig ht -fo r wa rd mosaics th a t o nl y g ive th e 

st:uio n 's na me. wi th no dccora live pa ne ls or bands. T he 

Bro.1clway- L;1fayc u e s ta ti o n is t)'pi c.1 1. 

•Srnr, th, firil J1l,11u woJ Co11lr1ub I ,u1d 2, 1rnd /1,r 11rxf J1hu1r 111rf1uf1d Co11tr11rn J a11d 4 (lhl' l fo11/ Co11/rntts), yor1 wo11ltl t/11,il, 
Iha / /J,u Im,/ J1lw:.,,. woultl b, wlfl'II Co111mr1 ,. Not Jo. 1.,11, ,-11,ry1/u11g th, 111 N,111 )'rm\-. HtbWII) hiU(lrJ H awfulfy n1111p/,r11trd. 

Chrrk 0111 ,nor, j,i.flrJ!llt 111bway lu,ti,ry 111 10111· lorn/ librnrJ. 

Test your subway. 
know-how! 

• l-l mm ... nat mosai c, geome tri c 
desig n . This sta tio n m11 s1 be 
a pprox ima te ly __ yea rs o ld . 

This <;cc nc shows 
som e ki nd or 

rc ncc - no, it 's a 
wa ll ! Wh e re ca n 

Lhi s s tatio n be? 
( ll iut - s~e 1he W?) 

' . 
\\':ia 57 ___ ~ -· ' 

•

Look close ly a t lhi s d t'cora ti ve band a nd yo u 
will sec a choo c hoo coming r ig ln a L yo u . 
What sta ti o n cou ld 1h is be? 

• O ne or the o ldei, t 
s tations, or o ne of 

the ncwcsl? 

t ·1~.>pfO ,n11 J" .>m1 I 11'-.llUJ·} \>Ur.I'.} ·~ 1'1" \JI•.>( tlf, ()fi :;; ·;u.>111 Ile" I' \111'111H' \~" .nuo .>J:1111 '".> \ 1;,;,JJ", Ill'\\ J) 
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Wear your detective's hat 

when you next ride the train 

If you keep your eyes open 

you 'II turn on your brain 

The art on the subways 

tells much of the past 

But we must care for it 

or else it won't last! 
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Make Your Own Subway Mosaic 
W ouldn't it be nice to have one of those subway ceramics for yourself? 
Better not think about it! Not only would it be nearly impossible to remove 
one of them intact, it's also illegal. Not to wony - Young FRIENDS has a way 
for you to make your own subway-style mosaic plaque for your door or wall. 

construction 
paper 

scissors 

glue 

pencil 

ruler 

piece of cardboard 
(not too thick 
Young FRIENDS used 
the front section of 11 

cereal box which we 
cutout). 

* G:ithcr the ~irips 
together, and cut into 
1/ '2" Sflu;1rC\, Yuu 
~liould now h:\\'c piles 
of squares in different 
colon. l>o 1101 l'lorry 
ifthc 'if]_uarcsizemrics 
-it ;1dds intcrc~t. 

* Decide what your 
plaque will s;.t), and write 
it on 1'u- piece of card· 
board. 

* R(:pcat step~ I 
an,t 2with diffcrcn1 
colnrerl d1crt.\ of 
paper. (You nmy 
ui,c lb nmny or~ 
few colors as you 
like. Keep in mind 
lhuugh . 1lrn1 you 
du nt:cd at lt:ast two 
colors lur .1 mos:,ic 
design. ) 

* Cut along all t.hc 
line~. resulting in 1/ 2" 
strips, of diffcrc111 colors. 

* Place a d,1b of glue on :1 square and place ii 
0 11 the lcucl'ir11,1. Cominuc in lhis mtwncr until 
)'QU have spe lled QUI yc,ur name ur mcll6agc. 

* Decide " 'ha1 l)l>e of border 
you would like, ;md ghw 1ht· squares 
on. (Tip: it'\o.k.w lca\·c;1tin} bit 
of space bctwcc11 1hc squiircs-ir will 
look like grouL) 

* Fill i11 the h;,ckgruund using I.he s;u11c 1ccl111 iquc. This is 
the most difficult step bcc:mi.c )'OU will hm·c to cut 111a11y o f the 
S<1uaresinto tinr 
or irregular 
shapes to till 
in 1he sp;1ccs 
L,c twccn the 
lettering. 

* rhc 
complc1cd 

product! 
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