
Friends 
of the Upper East Side 
Historic Tiistricts 
Newsletter Vol. 4, No.I Spring/Summe r 1988 

FOREWORD : 
Of Youth, 
Spring, And 
Summer, Too 

The Spring of 1988 has been a sometime and f l eeting th ing. It neve r 
came t o s tay, just paid us a very brief visit; now you see it, now 
yo u don't so c-t of thing. As Samu el But l er wrote in The Way of All 
F l es h, 11 Spring i s like youth, an overpraised season. " In Ne w York we 
live in a world wh e r e The Four Seasons is the name of an e l egan t rest­
a uran t , not the mar c h of time. We r egu l a rl y meet the heat of s umme r 
head-on af t er we exi t from the chi ll of wint e r months. Ce rt ain sea­
sona l miracles occu r when we are no t l ooking .... the g r een ing of trees, 
t he blooming of flowe rs, the dawn song o f a waking bird ... and ce rt ain 
othe r s occur because day in and day out , regardless of th e season, we 
work hard and try to make these miracles happe n . We have had a fe w 
miracles and you will r ead about them he r e . This i s a fascinating 
city ge tt ing more so all the time , in spite of the more obv i ous prob­
l ems whic h we report t o you ad i n fi ni tum . 

I have r ecent l y e xperie nced a persona l pl easure which l would like to 
sha r e with you and that wat; a tr i p to Lo ndon a nd Paris. It was s hort , 
on l y a week, because I f ea r ed that New York City would go to hel l in my 
absence- -it did not . The p l easur e of v is iting these two grea t c it ies 
fill ed with a r c h itec tural t reasures whic h r espond t o the human sca l e 
a nd where you can s till see a nd fee l the sky abo ve was marvelous . 
Ret urning home and fintling FOR SALE sig ns on our own sky makes me 
more determined than ev er to wo rk f or mor e and better zoning changes 
a nd for more histori c designat i o ns. We c annot a llow ourse lves to be 
boxe d-in and r oofed- over by fast -multipl y i ng 1 towe ring godzi ll as . 

Wh at fo llows is the tal e of some victories and many plans . You shared 
in the victories, for which we thank yo u. And yo u are part of our 
plans because whatever we do, we must do toge t her to make sure that 
ou r c it y, while no t as ancie nt as some, is nevertheless a g r ea t and 
livable city . 

Halina Rosen thal 
Pre s ident 



ZONING: 
THERE ARE NO 
SMALL 
VICTORIES 

MORE ON 
ZONING AND 
A WORD OR 
TWO ABOUT 
"REASON " 

February 25 1 1988 was a red letter day! The proposal to eliminate the 
Park Improveme nt Distric t (SPID) was withdrawn by the City Planning 
Commission (CPC) at the eleventh hour, although we hear that it may 
r e - appear in some o ther mutated form, we are happy to have won even a 
t emporary victory. That proposal wo uld have e limi nat ed SPID from Park 
Avenue (60th to 96th St r ee t) and from Fifth Avenue (59th t o 111th 
St r eet). With it s e limination we would have l ost the present reason­
able height limit of 19 floors o r 210 feet, wh icheve r is l ess . This 
ensures light and air on the avenues, is beneficial to the con tinued 
growth and health o f trees and s hrubs in Central Park , a nd also guaran­
t ees t hat the charac ter of two of our hi s t oric districts (t he Upper 
East Side Historic District and the Metropolitan Museum Histo ric Dis­
trict) will not be irrepa rabl y alte r ed by t he int rusion of somewhat 
taller buildings whi c h would be allowed under the proposed RIOA Zoning. 
Although we did not have the nece ssary votes on that February morning, 
as the day grew longer and as FRIENDS with members of several other 
organizations continued the rounds, which included visi t s t o the pres­
idents of a ll the boroughs, our efforts paid off--we finally had the 
votes. However, r at h e r than accep ting defeat, the item (as such things 
are modes tly called) was withdrawn from conside ration by those wh o had 
proposed i t. 

We wish to take this op port unity t o thank all those who wo rked with us, 
a ll those who wr o t e letters, came to meetings and hearings . . . all who 
together brought this abou t! If some other assault on SP ID comes, we 
wil 1 be ready for it I Our thanks to all ou r e l ec t ed off i c ials: Se n. Roy 
Goodma n, Assemblyme n Mark Alan Siegel and Alexander (Pete) Grannis, 
Councilmembers Bob Dryfoos and Caro lyn Malony; Community Boards 8 and 
11; the members of the Manhattan Borough Boa rd ; the many block assoc ia­
tions; and the fol l owing s i s t er o r ganizations: Carnegie Hill Neighbors, 
Central Park Conservancy, Civi t as, The Fine Arts Fede ration, The Muni­
cipal Arts Society, The Parks Co unci l, and the Yorkville Civic Co unc il. 

Once upon a time, whe n we talked to the City Planning Commission and 
asked for what we co nsidered to be ve r y reasonable zoning changes 
(i.e., a ban on 11slivers", downzoning of Le xingt on Avenue, r ezo ning of 
our r esidential mid-blocks) someone li s t ened , and o ur r easonable re­
quests were granted with in a reasonable time. But, liv ing happily 
ever after is fairy tale s tuff . After having achieved what we had 
asked for (inc luding some measure of happiness), but knowing that much 
more had to be done to attain a truly livable c ity , we came back ask­
ing that the Upper East Side (UES) avenues and wide stree ts be r e zoned 
so tha t pro j ec ts such as 81 - s t o r y buildings cannot happen (See: City 
and Suburban Homes). Our requests fell on dea f ears. Having been in­
vo lved with othe r organiza tions a nd many ex traordinary a nd he lpful in­
dividuals in trying to bring beneficial ch anges t o our neighborhoods, 
we became quite frustrated, and frustrat i on is bad fo r you . REASON waa 
born out of that frustration to d iscuss ways and means to bring about 
the desired changes. REASON is not an organization, it is a coa lition 
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NIGHTINGALE 
BAMFORD 
SCHOOL 
I S BACK 

mad e up o f organizations wh o think alike a bout zo ni ng the UES should 
have, o r ganizations who know what the UES s houl d no t be fo r ced t o have. 
We are s t rengt he ne d by the s upport o f our e l ec t ed o ffi c i a ls wh o be­
l ieve as we do that t h t! Upper East S i de dese rve s be tt e r tha n glu t. 
Please take notice tha t we wil l be calling on you . This is like t he 
first salvo . .. we ask f o r your suppo rt as wel l a s ask you to add yo uC" 
name to a ll those o the C"s who believe as we d o that: 

1) all t he avenues eas t of Lexington, (the aven ues wes t alC"eady have 
spec ial zoning C"egulations) s h ould be r ezoned from RlO t o RlOA. Rl O 
produces t oo many towers, RlOA is a con t ex tual zoning and is more ap­
propriate for ou r r esidential areas, 

2) the same RlOA zo n ing s hould be put in place on o ur wid e noss 
s t ree ts, 

3) the useless Plaza Bonus and accompanying t owe r regu l a tions wh i c h 
have give n us just tha t , use l ess pl azas and toweC"s, must be elim i nat ed, 

4) in addition, because of o uC" concern for moderate and low i ncome 
housing (as o pposed to the luxury kind o f whic h there is p l enty) 
FRIENDS would support the Inclusionary Zo ning bonus wh ich is the only 
bonus avai l ab l e und er the pr ovision s of Rl OA, even though we belie ve 
tha t the problem of supplying an adeq uate su pply of affordable housing 
can on Ly be reso 1 ved e 1 sewhe re th r oug h gover nme nt subsidies, 

Please note that no t all persons who reason with us about REASON thin k 
exac tly alike. Many do no t want lnclueionary Zoning, others wou l d l ikt: 
to see a mor e restric tive zoning than RlOA, s uc h as R9 X o r R9A. (These 
contextual des i gnations produce l ower buildings than Rl OA allows) 
FRIENDS be l ieves that if we ask for something r e asonable, we will even­
tua lly get it. Deaf ears cann o t r emain deaf forever , We have r ead the 
h andwri ting on the wall and we have see n t he smoke s i gna l s ; the vibra­
t ions are good and we f ee l that the dea f ears are due to have a mirac ­
ulous recovery and that 11 the voice of the turtle will be heard again 
in the land 11

• 

What does REASON stand fo r ? ~ezone !,ast ~r terials ~ave .Qur _!!eighbor-
hoods ( See enclosed flyer . ) 

CONSIDER YOURSE LF INVITED TO JOIN "REASON". There a r e no dues, no 
directors, this is no t an o r ganization . It i s a body made up of or­
organ i z a tions , e l ec ted officials, i nd iv idu als , YOU and me who have 
had e nough . CALL THE FRIENDS ' OFFICE FOR DETAILS. 

The new plans are vir tually the same as t he o ld plans, the massing 
h as been s lightly altered by setting bac k the st r eet wall at two 
l eve ls. The overall height has been r educe~ by on ly a fe w feet. In 
the past few yea rs , FRIENDS worked with seven private schools in need 
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of expansion--we he lpe d them all . We suppor t ed them when they needed 
permi ts from the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) or va riances 
fr om the Board of Standards and Appeals (BSA). All have either com­
pleted wo rk o r sre under construction . The school in que stion hired 
a prestigious PR firm t o tell us th a t is it prestigious, but we knew 
that all along . The school i s prestigious, its t eac hers a nd its par­
en ts are dedicated people, and its students a r e exceptional. Manage­
ment , however, s till lacks an understanding of the commu nity . If a 
commerci al developer acts like a bull in a china shop, one expec t s 
calamity; but for a fine school to act in a similar fashion t ouc hes a 
very sensitive nerve. It is fa r worse t o be hurt and vio lated by 
those we ca r e about than by those that we do not. In t h is case, s urely 
everybody cares about the school, but i t ca r es on ly about itself as an 
e ntity. The pro pos ed bui l ding is too l arge and bulky, is t oo volumin­
ous fo r th i s narrow and l ove ly block wh ich it would forever damage. 
The present building already intrudes, but it is there , it exists, and 
any enlargement of it wo uld be an addi tional impac t. Alternatively, 
the school cou l d inco rporate a modest add ition on the site of the t wo 
brownstones whic h i t demolished last summer , or it could perhaps look 
f o r some expansion into the r ear yard ... and it could certainly , as 
other schools have done, enl arge its underground faCilities . Also, it 
could do wha t it has been asked t o do all a l ong, that is simply find 
another building f o r some of i ts functions. The often postponed vaci­
ance hearing at the BSA is now schedu l e d for J ul y 12, 1988 at 2 : 00 P.M. 

BRIEFLY NOTED FORMER FOUNDLING HOME: Third Avenue be tween 68th and 69th St reets. We 
COMING are informed t hat Donald Tcump anticipates commencing demolition of 
ATTRACTIONS: the Foundling Home block-front in July and will start construction o f 
TRUMP a yet on-named residential building to be 55-stocies tal l. Wh e r eas 
ZECKENDORF five theaters were or iginally pro posed for inclusion at the s ite, the 
AND AARONS p l an now is t o bui l d as - of-right, therefoce no variances o r spec ia l 
TOWERS permits are needed. An as-of-right building is just that, we have no 

say in the matter; but , because the impact of 55- atories will be felt, 
we believe that a building that lacge should be r equi r ed t o produce an 
Enviro nme ntal Impact Statement (EIS) t o leacn the effects o f such a 
pcojec t upon the UES ' failing infra-structure . We also fee l r e lieved 
(to a point) that the additional c r owds that would have been generated 
by the un-needed movie hou ses have been e liminated. 

BELAIRE on Eas t 72 nd Street: The tall s tcuc ture curce ntly g r owing eas t 
of York, is the fu ture 42-sto ry 13ELAIRE be ing built by the Ze ckend o rf 
Company. This building joins Macklowe ' s Ri ver Te rrace on the same 
block, a nd the Solow bui lding wh ich is back- t o-b ack with the Sanita­
tion Departme nt on East 73rd. Still t o come is a tower t o be bui lt 
atop the Sotheby building! Appacen tly , big bu i l dings like company . 

88TH AND FIRST AVENUE: Another yet unnamed luxury apartment towec (50-
sto r ies t a ll) will be built by the General Atlantic Company. The devel ­
oper is Philip Aarons who, as you may rerneber from our pr ev i ous letter, 
wished to deve l op his prope rty a t Fifth Avenue a nd 108th Street, 
and brought about the flap ove r the demise o f SPI D (Please see Page 2 , 
" Smal l Victories 11 ). Th e wock has stacted on the Gene cal Atlantic pr o­
je c t . I don 't know abo ut saving graces, t hey always br ing us griefj 
but in this case , thece is at least a good arch itect designing the 
pro ject--James Stewact Polshek. 
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WHERE ZONING 
MEETS 
PRESERVATION 
FOR BETTER 
OR WORSE: 
A PAS DE DEUX 

ALSO ON THE 
PROGRAM: 

CITY AND SUBURBAN HOMES. The Pe t er Kalikow Company has pro po sed to 
erect (ags1.n, as-of-right) an 81-story building on t he site of some of 
the most easte rn Ci t y and Suburban homes which wo uld be demolished if 
th is plan mo ve s ah e ad. Pharaohs e r ec ted py ramids, o ur dev e lope r s t? r ec t 
glass t owec-s. The pyramids have withst ood the test of time ; I don 't 
know that the same can be said of the glass houses. , .. Wh i l e the City ' s 
Landmark Preservation Commission was not l ooking (or list ening) the 
entire City and Suburban complex has been placed on the State Register 
of Historic Places and it is also eligible fo r t he National Re g ister, 
(It cannot be listed there because the owne r ' s approval is needed , and 
this, of course, is not forthcoming.) The me mb e rs of the Commissio n 
have take n a walking t ou r o f the City and Surburban Homes o n June 10, 
1988 t o ascertain wh e the r a public hearing should be ca l enda r ed to dis­
cuss the merits o f the complex . We do no t ca r e how this group o f l ow 
and moderate income housing units is saved, whethe r throug h hi s tor ic 
designation, or throug h reconsideration of its owner. Wh e n everybod y 
in this ci ty is crying for such affordable housing units, to demolish 
them seems to be a foolish and unreasonable thing . As of June 14th , 
the LPC voted t o c ale ndar this compl ex . (See "Update", P.1 2 ). 

THE WHITNEY MUSEUM will be coming back on center stage la t er this 
summer. Some des ign changes are anticipated, though not of great con­
sequence, and the threa t to the contributing brownstones continues . 
don't know if anybody ever remembers the things we write about, bu t we 
compared contribut ing brownstones i n a hi s t oric district to a~ 
ballet, and we will oppose this dismantling of the Upper East Side His ­
toric District, as we would t he dismantling of the tout e nsemble of 
Swan Lake or, for that mntt e r , of A Chorus Line. 

THE GUGGENHEIM MUSEUM The matte r is in court. We sti l l believe that 
to tamper with Frank Lloyd Wright ' s masterwork to gain o nly v e r y litle 
exhibition space is too big a pric e t o pay! The total addit ion is 
23,000 square feet, of which only 11,000 is usab l e s pace, and only 
half of this (5500 square feet) is to be devoted to t he showing of 
art. We believe that the Museum had bet t er solutions to its space 
p r oblems. Its plan doe s not solve the problem but instead is proof of 
ir:isensitivity to a most importan t work o f arc h ite c ture in its posses­
s1.on. 

THE METROPOLITAN PARK TOWER: We hear that it is coming back, r e de ­
signed to haunt the Met r opolitan Club, the Hotel Pierre and the e nv i ­
rons. Stay tuned. 

THE JEWISH MUSEUM: The models and plans for an addition to the Jewish 
Museum (The Felix Warburg Mansion on Fifth Avenue at 92nd Street) have 
been pr esented to Community Board 8 (CBS), and won its approval, and 
to the LPG on May 24th (decision pending) The p r oposal is quite extra­
ordinary because it does not attempt to insert another ta l l tower into 
the space where the List Pavilion (to be demolished) now stands, and 
because it simpl y replic ates the Warburg Mansion bring ing its facade 
around the corne r to the Fifth Av e nue frontage! A true slight of hand 
performance, Kevin Roche is not only a prestigious architect, but ob­
vio us ly also a prestidigitator quite secure since he is willing to bow 
to the ornate style of C,P.H . Gilbe rt and keep things contextual. The 
result i s felicitous . . .. BRAVO! 

( SJ 
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Kent Barwick, President o! the Municipal Art 
Society havj..ng just received the ~ 
FRIENDS AWARD, delivering some appropriate 
remarks whi.le Board Member David Teitelbaum 
looks on• PHOTO CREDIT: C•rl Foster 
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The Award was just presented by the Very 

~~~~~~"~/:::s 'i~~~k~o~o~~:n S~~o~~~ s M~Zof~~t 
Restoration program. Standing by: Mrs. 
Patricia Barter, Acting Headmistress, Halina 
Rosenthal, President of FRIENDS, and Kent 
Barwick with ANNIE BARWICK. Please note 
that appropriately ... . the ornate fireplace 
o! the Tiffany Room was undergoing restoration, 
thus the scaffolding! PHOTO CREDIT: Carl Foster 
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Board Member Frederick Papert presenting a 
FRIENOS' Award to Dr . Willia111 Davis (owner) 
tor the Restoration or the Carriage House at 
168 East 73rd Street. Upstage . . . 
Anthony C. Wood, Board Member. 

PHOTO CREOlT: Carl Fo•t•r 

Roosevelt Island, Octagon in need or 
restoration . 
Designed by Alexander Jackson Davis (1839) 

Andre w Koo re, photographer 

View south or East 92nd Street with Park Avenue on the 
right in 1886. New landmark 160 East 92nd Street 
is the white house on the left w.1th a picket rence. 
(Courtesy or the New York Historical Society, New York City) 



ANNUAL 
MEETING AND 
OTHER EVENTS 

AlA AWARD TO 
THE UPPER 
EAST SIDE 
HISTORIC 
DISTRICTS 

PRESERVATION 
HAPPENINGS 
OF ASSORTED 
KINDS 

Since our last forma l Newsletter (as opposed to the informal ones 
whic h are a bit shorter), FRIENDS h e ld a splendid Annual Meeting on 
December 10, 1987 i n the beautifu l Tiffany Room of the Seventh Regi­
me nt Armory. Three hundred and f ift y persons a ttended the Awards Pres­
entation and reception, (see photos.) The following Awards were 
presented: 

The Friend of Friends Award to: The Municipal Art Society for its exem­
plary leadership 

Restoration Award to: 168 East 73rd Street and 
and to: 

Cyclical Maintenance 
Award to: 
Restoration Award of a Non­
Designated Building to: 

4-6 East 62nd Street· 

The Marymount School of New York 

131 East 91st Street 

A symposium titled '1The Quest for e Certificate of Appropriateness 11 

was he ld in April 1987 at our Monitors Meeting. Th e panelists we re: 
Giorgio Cevaglieri, FAIA, William Conklin, FAIA, Dorothy M. Miner , 
Esq., Counsel for the LPC, Paul Se l ve r, Esq., and Anthony C. Wood . 
The panel was moderated by Halina Rosenthal. 

tn Sep tember, we again participated in the Third Avenue Fest ival. 
Mo re rece ntly we conducted, with Ed Mohylowski of the LPC, a guided 
tour of the UES Hi storic Distcicts for the AIA. We a l so had a half 
hour interview on CBS FM radio, Debra Wutzel was our host on her 
Public Affairs Program. Halina Rosenthal joined Assemblyman Alexander 
(Pe te ) Grannis, Genie Rice and Martin Callent, former Vice Chairman of 
the CPC to discuss (what else but) zoni ng. We have been profiled, des­
cribed and quoted in the press, but will not bore you with the detils. 

In addition, FRI ENDS worked with John Relle, FAIA, of Beyer, Blinder 
and Belle to prepare a submission to the AIA for an award for the 
Upper East Side and, happily these efforts produced results so that 
FRIENDS accepted a special AIA Citation on behalf of the Upper East 
Side Historic District for the "Exce ll ence in Urban Design". In 
translation this means the fine col l aborat i on (or was it marriage of 
conve nience?) between the LPC and the CPC, r esulting in the designa­
tion of the District. We are very grateful to those who bestow awards 
upon us. Our walls nre beginning to l ook like a doctor ' s office. 
Although we have no medical degree, we often feel like some kind of 
witch doctors. 

Designa t ed r ecently with our suppo rt : 
In Manha ttan 5.S Water Street, a Cas t Iron Building 

(28) Broadway Theaters 

On the East Side : 
On the Upper West Side : 

On Staten ls land: 
Still waiting in the wings: 

Rod in Studios 
Tudor City 
The Majestic Apartments 
(5) Brownstones a t 95th St. and CPW 
(2) frame houses on Clove Road 
Cent ral Park West Historic District, 
a small district at 10 7t h- 108 th Street. 
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MONITORS 
MEETING 1988 

PRESERVATION 

MANUAL 

A COMPUTER 
FIT FOR A KING 

THE RUSH TO 
REFORM THE 
THE LPC IN 
SOME OTHER 

IMAGE OR 
IN SOPHOCLES ' 
WORDS .. . . 
"A REMEDY TOO 
STRONG FOR 
THE DISEASE" 

Ladies' Mile This has been heard but not as yet acted upon , and o ld 
s t and-byes such as the extens i on o f the Carnegie Hill Hi s t o r i c Di s t r i c t, 
Washington Ma rke t Histo ri c District are a ll waiting to be c a l e ndar t? cl 
with our patience wea ring thin. 

We have also r equested that the Commission sta rt mov i ng on the de si~nn­
tion of th e Guggenheim Museum , a true lancimark si nce it wa s first 
built , whi c h becomes eligible for the officia l nod in August of 1988 . 

Even o n June 24th 1988, a l a t e date, our ann ua l Monitor's Me eting , R1? ­

ce ption and Symposium wa s a g reat s uccess . The t op i c was " a marriage of 
convenience between the LPC and the CPC". Th e mee ting was held at the 
Municipal Arts Society and the discussion was live l y . Pane l ists we re: 
Con Howe, Exl!c. Dir., CPC; Dorothy M. Miner, Co un s e l LPC; Rc hl:!cc .i Rob­
ertson, Vice-Pres ., 42nd Street Development Projec t; Anthony C. Wood, 
Pres., Hist. Distri c t s Co un c il; and Ha l ina Rosenthal. 

As you know, FRIENDS has been wo rking o n thi s mu c h-needed Manual which 
wil l serve t o inform own e r s of designated prope rties , their a r c hit ec t s , 
lawye rs and contracto r s , as we ll as management compa n ies, r ea l e state 
agents, etc. about the facts of life pertaining t o a landmark ... wha t 
can be done t o it, what cannot be done, and HOW TO GO ABOUT IT. By r e ­
placing the maps enclosed with the Manual, its use wil l be city-wid e . 
Dale Reynolds has completed the text of the Ma nua l, which now o nly 
needs the imprimntur of Dorothy Hiner , the Counse l for the LPC . Wt! are 
pre pa ring the g raphic s and will be printinp, the rnaps and enclosur-es. We 
pl a n to print a first edit i on of ten thousBnci copies and, since there 
a r le! mRny e n c l o .<!11res ln the M;inirn l p11ck11ge, we hope t h .rit some of the 
printing may be donated t o help defray the high cost of production. 

Yes , we are now fu lly computerized, we are the proud possessors of a 
state- of- the-art IBM PS 2 with a hard disc a nd as many accessories as a 
pimp ' s car. It will be a while, however, before any of us are experts 
capable to use fully its esoteric ca pabi l ities. For th e moment, we 
simply manage, and everyday we learn . 

There a r e now at l east six differe nt committees t rying to bring about 
changes that wou l d affect the landmark law. We cannot say that they 
range from the sublime to the less sublime 1 b ec ause we find l itt l e 
merit i n mos t of the p r oposals, r ega rdless of their o rigin. It all 
started with the Coope r Committee wh ich, after two years of laho r, hns 
delivered r ece ntl y a very sma l l egg , specifically advocati ng a prote c t­
ed list with expiration dates, as good an Rx fo r a priori demolit i o n as 
anything we can think of, and with the s ugges tion that the Department 
of Bui l dings inspector s monitor th e c ity landmarks. Having monitored 
the entire Upper East Side for many years now , we believe that c l oning 
LPC ' s Superman Tom Reynolds, a most knowl edgeable and sensitive man 
with the pr oper background for the job, is a better id e a than the pro­
pose d tamper ing. 
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CHANGES 
AT THE LPC 

NEW 
LANDMARK 
UP FOR 
DESIGNATION 

Once the word was out that the LPC was fair game , e ve r ybody took pot­
shots at it and came up with ide as , some good ... . the Powman Commi tt ee 
(Chaired by Councilman Powman), the Kat zman Comm ittee (Chai red by 
Councilman Katzman), The Leffle r Co mmittee (Chaired by Councilman 
Lef fler), The Citizen's Union, the Real Esta te Board of New York all 
which have one thing i n common , expertise i n o ther fields whic h do no t 
include landmarks . And then there is the Conklin Committee, chaired 
by William Conklin, FAIA, former Vice-Chairman of the LPC and a most 
thoughtful man try ing to make some sense ofthis. We testified whe r­
ever testimony was C" equired and wrote letters where it was not. Frank­
ly, we believe that there are two things that can be done for the 
LPC, o ne i s mo r e generous funding and the other is l ess inte r fere nce 
fr om above (and we do not mean the heavens) . Mayor Koch will hold 
hearings dealing with the Cooper Committee proposals, "to solicit 
comments " from the public on June 30

1 
1988 from 6:30 to 8:30 P.M . at 

the City University Graduate Center, 33 West 42nd Street. Please 
attend, call our office for further information. And, yes, we aC"e 
quite r eady to take up the challenge and speak our co ll ec t ive mind 
which, fo r the most part, can be summed up by one word: NO. 

Commissioner Antho ny M. Tung: On ce in a wh i l e we found ours e lves dis ­
ag reeing with him, but we believed that Commissioner Anthony M. Tung 
was a great asset and se rved the Landmarks Prese rva tion Commission 
we ll. With others we tried to see him reappointed. We felt that at a 
time when the LPC is threa t e ned fr om the outside, it should not allow 
i tself to be altered fr om within . The issue was finally decided by a 
vote of the Ci t y Council where only 12 out of 35 council memb e rs vo t ed 
to retain Commissioner Tung. He has been replaced on the panel by 
Leyland Wein traub, a r es pected lands cape architect. We are looking 
forward to waking with him. 

Sometime ago we a l so regretted the departure o f Frank Sanchis, former 
Director o f Preservation a t the LPC, now Vice President of the Nation­
al Trust. We find ourselves regretting again ... this time it ie 
Wi lliam Cary, an e xcep tional Director of Prese r vat i on , who has l e ft 
the LPC. We apprecia te the de pth of his knowl edge, the gentleness of 
his manner , and his friendship. The void will be difficult t o fill. 

The Seagrams Build ing: The designa tion of the Seag rams Building, its 
plaza a nd the lobby inte rior is pretty mu c h a fait accompli. People 
were falling alt over themselves to praise Mies van der Ro he ' s beauti­
fu l a nd pristine monument to the Modern Movement. Of course FRIENDS 
was t here and, yes, we praised it with some e l oq uence, reminding the 
LPC that wh ile in "And r ea de Sa r to", Rober t Browning wrote, " Less is 
more" , Mies van der Ro he made this his motto and proved that less c an 
be perfection, 
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OLD LANDMARK 
UPFOR 
DESIGNATION 

WITH OUR 
THANKS 

VERY , VERY 
MINOR 
MIRACLES 

KUDOS 

The Octagon Towe r and its Quintessential Stairway: Just acro ss the 
East River there stands a handsome towe r designed by A.J. Davis and 
built in 1848 and 18 79 as a lunatic assylum, The spiral staircase 
within, is the most soaring and elegant arc hite c tural gem to survive 
from Roosevelt Island's early days. The Octagon ' s r oo f was damaged by 
fire a few years ago , and the interior, esp~cial l y the prec ious stair­
way, is slowly being eroded by the enct"oaching elemen t s. We are wo rk­
ing with the Roosevelt Island Ope rating Corporat ion (RIOC) in an 
effort to preven t further damage . First of all, the roof must be r e ­
pa ired, and funds are needed. If the interior is rt!stored, the bui l d­
ing could be recycled for a variety of uses, not the l eas t of whi c h 
being a joy fo r the eyes. ( see photo.) 

160 East 92nd Street: 1854 was a good year. A sma ll gem of a house 
was being built at numb e r 160 East 92nd Street for Rohert N, Hebberd 
by ca rpenter and mastt!r builder, Albro Howell who co nven i ently live d 
next door. Yes, the frame house was small but it was e nd owed with 
lasting gra ce and c harm and the strt!ngth of a n ox. As life aro und it 
changed and as the countryside became Ne w York City and as even the 
20th Century became old, tht! old house withstood all c hanges and con­
tretemps, proving once and for all that good things come in small 
packages. 

And so it came to pass that 134 years later , Albro Howell's modest 
handywo rk j o ined the pantheon of buildings designed by the famous for 
the affluent and became the 120th individual landmark which we have 
on the Upper East Side. We thank the LPC and its commis s i o ne rs for 
the ir eloquent praise of this survivor and we thank Jay Shokley for 
his thoughtful presentation whi c h mad e this little building shine . 

We have been successful in removing the graffiti-smeared mailboxes 
from many of our street corners and hav e had them replaced with brand­
new ones. Please let our o ffice know the locat i on of any other such 
ma i lboxes whi c h someone has used as a blackboard and we will see that 
these, too, are replaced, 

To: John Burgee for his many projects and specifically, the IBM Tower 
at Atlantic Center in Atlanta, Georg ia, as praised by Paul Go ldbe rge r 
in the New York Times on May 8, 1988; Red Grooms for winning the 1988 
Mayor's Art Award; Richard Me i e r fo r t h e cons tancy of h is work and fo r 
the delight of his recent show of collages and drawings at the Ex­
Libris Gallery; Teri Slater for becoming a membe r of Community Board 8; 
David Teitelbaum for bringing a ne w 1 ife t o The Archives, a grea t land­
mark build i ng in Greenwich Vi llage creatively reused with the help of 
the Landmark Conservancy. 

FRIENDS is happy to hav e nominated Margot Gayle, an e xe mplary preserv­
ationist and a friend, for the 1988 New York State P r eserva tion Award 
for her work. The award was presented to her on May 27, 1988 by Com­
missioner Orin Lehman . Congratulations, Margot! 
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FYI 

LAST 
MINUTE 
UPDATE I 

FRIENDS 
GOING 
INTERNATIONAL 

GOOD THINGS 
COME 1N 
SMALL 
PACKAGES 

IN 
CONCLUSION 

108 East 96th St reet: 'The twe lve e xcess floors that won't r,o a way e ve n 
tho ug h fift een jud ges sitting o n three courts rendered the unanimous 
11 t ake it off" decision. The latest t ry by Parkview Associates is a 
Hardship (self-created perhaps) Application at the BSA to be hea rd on 
Augus t 9, 198A at 2:00 P . M. at 161 Avenue of the Ame ricas . Never mind 
th e hea t of summer , make an effort to be t here. 

City and Suburban Homes : We were present on June 14, 1988 wh e n the LPG 
voted unanimously to calendar bo t h C&S comp lexes ... (t h e First Avenue 
Estates, loca ted on First Avenue between Eas t 65th and 64th Streets, 
and the York Avenue Estates loca t ed between York Avenu e and the East 
Riv e r Drive and East 78th and 79th Stree t s) , for a public hearing in 
the early Fall . We know tha t the r e is a world of d i fference between 
calendaring and designation, but the joy of r each ing this plateau is 
e no ug h of a high ! Th a nk you LPC I 

FRIENDS has gone int ernational ! Yes , we have. We j oined the opposition 
to the proposed demolit ion of an unique tria ng l e of thirteen buildings 
loca t e d in the very hea rt of the o ld City of London . Eight of these 
bu ildings are "l is t ed " (the equiva lent of ou r individual l andmarks), 
the others a r e in a 11 Pr eservation Area 11 (an his t oric di strict) . 11 Save 
Britain I s Heritage" in London has proposed 11 re furb ishing " rathe r than 
r azing these significant and beautiful Victorian structures which 
Peter Palumbo, a Lond o n developer , proposes to r ep l ace with a g lori­
fie d shoppi ng mall which, ev~ n thoug h des i g ned by James Stirling , has 
a ctecidely " Star Wa r s " look . We hav e written to the London Inspector 
in charge o f the " Inquiry 11 co oppose the possible destruction . . Lest, 
o f course, they wo ul d like t o mo v e the e ntire triang l e nestled between 
Queen Victoria and Pou l try StC"eets and plunk i t down o n Co l umbus 
Circle . WOW ! 

We we lcome a ne w FRIEND: a baby boy boC"n t o Su san a nd Jack Al peC"t on 
June 26, 1988 . Congratulations! 

Unlike Robert Browning ' s " Less is moC"e 11
, whe n you conf r ont one of o ur 

Newsletters, yo u f ind that, alas, is not our motto. We do not know 
how t o liv e up t o it . With us, more is more and more. Part of the 
problem is that we do t oo much. Howeve r , if there is an ed itor out 
there o r a person whose ambition it is to write o ur next Newsletter, 
pl ease l et us know . We can use a ll the help tha t we can get and t h a t 
yo u aC"e wil l ing to giv e us. Whateve C" we do we could not be doing it 
witho ut your un fai l ing support. 
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EXPANDING 
MEMBERS HIP 

Me mbe r ship is i n exc ell e nt hands with Teri Slat e r at t he helm with 
Judy Eas t o n assis t i ng . They b r ought c r eat i ve e ne rgy t o th e tas k a nd 
we a r ~ ve r y g r a t e fu l f o r the i r good work . .. . . Wh i c h brings us t o o u r 
fi nal word s: We de pe nd u po n me mbe rs hi p contribu t i ons i n o r der t o do 
our wo r k. All co ntributions a r e tax - de du c t i b le . Pl e a s e be come a vol­
untee r--contributions of time and t a l ent a re a ls o ve ry i mpo rtant. 

~dit ed by Halina lonnthal, Alice HcCovn, and SuHn Alpert** 

~e luc:kua draving o f whispering brovnatonea is a g ift from Red Gr ooaui• 

. . , BE A FRIEND . .. .. . • • . , , . 0 • • , •• • •• , , • • • • • • , • • •• • , ••• , • ••• , • ••• •• • • BE A VOLUNTEER. , ... 

YE S ! I want t o help pro t ec t 
the Uppe r Ea s t Side by j o in­
i ng FRIENDS. Enclosed is: 

$15. 
$25. 
$50 . 
$100. 
$500. 
$1,000 . 

Sr. /Student 
Contributing 
Supporting 
Sustain i ng 
Patron 
Best Friend 
Other 

Pl e ase make a ll c hecks payable t o Frie nds o f 
the Uppe r Ea s t S i de Hi s t o ri c Di s tri c t s . All 
Contributions art! tax-deduc tible. 

:::~·-.-,-,--------------
Telephone: (home ) ( o ffi ce) _ _ _ 

Bulk Ma i ling s 
Fund Ra i s ing 
Mo nito r i ng 
Res e arc h 
Ne wsl e tte r 
Public Re lations 
Other 

Friends of the Upper East Side Historic Districts, Inc . 
140 E . 63rd St., Rm. 803; New York, NY 10021 
Tel e phone: (21 2) 644-2828 and ( 212) 249-3434 
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Boa.n1orD~r1 

HallnaRolenUl&l 
Pnwd11ni 

Rlt&C. Chu 
V10,Pnwd11n1 

AnneWll&l'd 
V10,Pnullf1n1 

AnLhOllJ' C. Wood 
Vio,Pnwlf11nl 

MJ.rnjLt'flU 

Jeun,Brown ..,,...,, 
o..-tdl. I&rabell 

"""'"' 
Chrla~pher C. Angell 
Lil,JAuclllnclOM 
JohnBW'IIN 
Ch?Ut1naDa,11 
RobertS. Da.-11 
WehulOeorse 
Bl'lnd&nOUI 
Tamzey OrlmN 
RedOrooma 
Wwtam.Judlon 
ArleL. KopelmAn 
Henn Lambert. 
E.-ei,ttH.L&uder 
Norm.a.nllUCWI 

""""'""' -­Rleh&rd.lllllr 
Rona,yMenachel 
P'redUlcB.hpert 
M.arpl'l:thrUr 
L1Chun.t:Pel 
JudJLhf'rloe 
OenJeRlot 
Alexandr& SchlNin«er 
Tt>mSChulhor 
'l'al'l9laJ.er 
Da..-td'l'IIJ.elbaum 
Jan,'l"l'1chi.er 
M.&r11otW.lllnl\On 
WlllWnH. W'byt.e 

TheBarb~nHoi.el 
Room 803 
140 Eut 63rd Street 
New York. New York 
10021 

Telephone 
212-644--2828 



C..megic Hill Ncighbo~ 

avrrAS 
I ':!'~o~firo~ East Side 

I Coati1ion 10 Save City 
& Suburban ll<>u5ing. Inc. 

I Councihnembc r Robert Dryfoa; 

I 300 East 64, 65th Su-cc1 Bl(Xk 
AsKlriation 

S1h.P1rkAvcnucEas16S1h S1rcc1 
Bl<x:k As&ociation 

Eut7J/74fiSthStrcctBlock 
Aaocation 

East78thStrcetB1ock 
1 AMac:iation 

Eut79thStrcctBkx:lr. 
AMociation 

1 ffl>Eas18i11S1ree1llkx:k 
Association 

Eas1 84th Street Neighborhood 
Associat ion 

REASON 
Rezone Eastside Arterials / Save Our Neighborhoods 

P.O. Box 6453, Yorkville StaJion, New York, NY 10128 

A Ca.:::L l to B eas C>n 

~ Rezone Eastside Arterials /Save Our Ne ighborhoods 

~ is network of civic leaders I concerned 
individuals, and commu n ity o rgan izations urging immediate 
action to rezone sensitively the Avenues East of Lexington 
a nd major cross- town Streets from 59th Street to 96th 
Street in order to protect the quality of life that is now 
threatened by inappropriate development and inadequate 
planning. 

REASON is calling for a Rezoning that wo uld: 

o adjust density levels to correspond t o the existing 
inFrastructure and service delivery limitations or 
the area 

o establ ish bulk limitation s and building conFigurat i on 
regulations that: shape buildings to maximize light 

e..s18Sth 200 BlockA&$ociation and air: reduce shado1,,1 and negative 1,,1 ind impacts; and 
JOOE,,5187i118thStn:etBlock reinForce neichborhood c h a r.acter. 
A&$ociation 

200 Ea.st 87th Stn:et Block -- - -- - ---- - - - - --- -- - --- - - -- - - - - ---- - - - - --- - - - - - -- - -- - - ---
AMOcia1ion 

East87thScn:et 400 Plute add 11 n ae to the 1roain1 11111her or le1 forten npporth1 RUSOI 
200E.u1881hStree1Block 
AMOciadon 

200East89thScn:.et BJock 
AMOciation 

EutSidcTenanuC.O.lition 

I 168?FintA..enueTenanll 
A&$ocia tion 

FRJENDS of the Upper East Side 
Hi5torkDi5uicu 

Conpu1man Bill Green 

State: Senator Roy M. Goodman 

State A5Kmblyman Pete G111nni5 

C:OUncilmembc:r Carolyn Maloney 

Sc:archand C.an:, lnc. 

Statc:AsM:mblymanMarkAlan 
Sie1c:1 

< Name -- Print> (Si gnature ) 

<Street ) ( Ap t. 11 ) 

<City> <State) <Zip> 

< Phone: Daytime ) <Evening) 

<Organizational affiliation if any ) 

_ I will write a letter to the City Planning Commission 
u r ging REASON 

l wo u ld be happy to volunteer my time 

U~~f~lle 9l5t Street Block Ma i 1 to : REASON 
P.O . Box 6453 
Yorkville Station 
New York, NY 1 0128 

Vorlc Eas1 89th Street Block 
Allocia1ion 

Yorkville Civic Council 

(Us, in formation) Please Feel Free to copy and distribute this Form . 

FR!ENDS/UESHD's 



Friends of the 
Upper East Side Historic Districts 

Disaster s tC"uc kl The bad news is that we fi nd e rro rs 
in the curre nt Ne ws l et t e r tha t need t o be cor rec t ed. 
Following the good exampl e of the New York Times, he r e 
they are . . . , 

TheB&rbizonHotel 
lloom""3 
l40Ean63rdBtreet 
New York. New York 

10021 

Telephone 
212-644-2828 

Correction: page 2 1 paragraph 2: Counci l person Carolyn Maloney ' s 
name has been mi ss pe ll ed . 
a nd ... same page same paragraph; 
2)Congressman Bi 11 Green ' s name should have been inc luded among 
the e lec ted o ffi cials . 

Correction : page 3, paragraph 5 1 line 5, should r ead: " See last 
page" . 

Correc tio n: page 9, paragraph J, line 4 1 should r e f e r to the 
Municipal Art Society, not t he Muni c ipal Arts Socie ty . 

Correction: page 10 1 paragraph 2 1 line 10 1 should r ead : "We 
a r e looking forward to working with him". 

In additio n . the r e aC"e a cou ple of e xtra typo s whic h s hould no t 
have been the r e .. . . The good news is that obviously we a t FRIENDS 
are human . Please accept our humbl e a polog i es. 

Drawing of the pro posed addition t o the Jewish Museum, (The 
Felix Warburg Mansion, Fifth Aven ue a t 92nd Street), d es igne d 
by Kev in Ro c he Architect. (s ee story page 5), 

Boal'dotDlrect.ort 

H1UnaR.o6enthal 
PresJdeni 

RII.IC Chu 
Vio,PNsJdeni 

Ann1M1llard 
Vio,Pru1den1 

An\ho03C. Wood 
V/cel'Ns/deni 

M!mllilvm 
'.n9asul'!lr 

Jeanna Brown 

"""""' Dav1dLKarabell 
Couns,/ 

Chr!at.opherC. Angell 
I.Uy Auchlnclou 
JohnBurgee 
Christina Davia 
Roberi8.D1v11 
Michae\Oeorse 
Brendan om 
TlmmyOrlrne& 
Red Grooms 
wmtamJudaon 
Arie L. Kopelman 
HenryL&mbert 
EvelynH. Lauder 
NormanMarcua 
ArihurMay 
AUoeMcOown 
R!chardMeier 
RonayManachal 
f'reder!cS.Papert 
Margaret Parker 
LI Chung Pel 
JudtthPrtoe 
Oen11Rl011 
Alexandra Schlesinger 
'IbmSchulhof 
nir1SJ1ter 
DavLdTeltelb&um 
JaneTrtchter 
Margot Well!ngt.On 
William H. WhYte 


