
FRIENDS to Create 
"11 Most Endangered Properties List" 

for Upper East Side 

The Upper East Side is blessed with a rich assortment of 
landmarks. ll wo uld be u grave mistake. however, to assume 
that a ll the architectural. histo rica l, and cultural treasures of 
our neighborh ood arc appreciat ed and protected. In fact. 
many of the structures you walk by every day and assume 
are l:rndmarks, a re not. To avoid waking up one morning 
and find ing scaffolding nround such 11 struct ure or. even 
worse, returning home after a trip and finding a cherished 
piece of the neighborh ood lost, we in vite yo u to partici
pate in the crea tio n o f the Upper East Side's " 11 Most 
Endangered Properties Lisi :· 

This spring and summer, FR IENDS will be compil
ing a list of the Upper East Side's threa tened architec
tural. historical. and cu ltural properties. What constitutes 
a Lhreutcned site? ll1reats can rnngc from 11ctual demoli
tion plans for 11 si te (such as a portion of the Ci ty & Suburban 
Homes complex) to a property's import,tnce having gone unrecognized as a 
possible landmark (such as lhe Mon tgomery Block on 86th Street). A designated land
mark fa ll ing into disrepair from neglect or facing unsymp11thetic alte ration could also 
cam it a place on this lis1. 

Yo u can propose a propert y for the list e ither by sending us a le tt er identifying 
the property and providi ng us with informat ion on why you fed it is im portant and 
how you fee l it is threatened , or by calling our office to receive 0111 official nomination 
form. We need to hear from you by June I. 1992. FR IEN DS will further resea rch the 
sit e. and a specia l committee will se lect Lhe t I Most Em.langcred l' roper1ics on the 
Upper East Side. FR IENDS wil l release the list in September and focus pub lic atten
tion on th ese sites th rough advocacy and public educa tion effor1 s. 

Th e Nationa l Trust fo r Historic Preservat ion has used a nati ona l 11 Mos! 
Endangered Properl ies List 10 successful ly focus nationa l atte ntion on threate ned 
sites across America . 

l.f you , your block association. or your neighbo rhood group have been working 
to draw public attention to an unrecognized and unprotected part of the Upper East 
Side's heritage, the Mos1 Endangered Properties List offers you another ve hicle 10 
help achieve yo ur goal. Or, if you have admired a structure for yea rs and always 
assumed it was protected but aren't sure, now (before the eleve nth hour) is the time 
to determine th e status of the bu ilding and get in volved. 

For more information on lhe 11 Most Endange red Propert ies List. pl ease con
met 1hc FR IENDS· office at 535-2526. 

Fee Proposal for LPC 

Goes Down in Defeat 

On March 3. I 992. the Landmarks 
Preservat ion Commission unanimously 
rcjeclcd a proposal 10 establish a sched
ul e of fees fo r applications and pcrmi ls 
for the purpose of raising revenu es to 
part ially offset the budget cuts manda t
ed by !he Ci ty·s Office of Management 
and Budget. The proposed fees ranged 
from $25 to $1500. At a public hearing 
last Dece mber. the proposa l immediate
ly crc:1 tcd :1 furor in the preservation 
world. as well as among real estate inter
es1s and in po!i1ical circles. ll was a rare 
moment when real estate and preserva
ti o n groups fo und th emselves o n th e 
sa me side of an issue. 



In tes tim o ny befo re th e Letter from the President 

D.:arFricnd: 

Co mnw,s io n o n D ece m ber 3. 1991. 
FRI ENDS Vice Presid e nt Te ri S la te r 
stat ed. "The proposal unde r conside ra· 
lio n is. quite s imply. a disas1rous idea . 
Fees will be a dis ince ntive to property 
owne rs in historic distr icts tu invest in 
the ir huitdings. a 1/isinccntivc to crea te 
new d istricts. and a 1/1:\·incc111 ivc tu com
ply with the Landmarks Law: · 

Da vid Du nl ap . re por 1i11 g 011 th e 
hearing in The New York Times the fo l. 
lowi ng day. wrot e. " A steady stream o f 
prese rvatio n leade rs. neig hb o rhood 
o rgan izers and e lected offi cia ls warned 
the Co mm issio n t hat s uch fees wo ul d 
a mount to a tax on the ve ry property 
owners whose cooperation is esse ntial in 
nrnintaini ng t he 19.000 stru ct ures cov
e red by landmark o r historic district des
ignation:· Mr . Dunlap quo tc t.l 
FR IENDS Preside nt A nthony C. Wood. 
.. Charging fees for the privilege of bei ng 
regulat ed is po li tica l suicide:' A second 
hea ring in February saw the testimony 
aga ins1 the p roposed fee s co nt inu e 
unnbat cd. 

I am hnppy 10 rc.! port~t hank!: to the good efforts of our Bmird. our Esccu1ive 
Director. and ma ny of you- 1ha1 much of whn t we only dreamed about at the writ ing 
of our la~, Newslc u cr is now a reality. At 1hc top of the list is o ur wonde rful new 
office at 20 East 69t h St ree t with its g lo rio us views. both up and down Madison 
Avenue. Come e njoy the view for yourse lf a t our ··office warming" on May 2 from 
2:00 to 5:00 pm. 

Not only do we have a new home, we also lrnve five new addi tions to our Board. 
A warm we lcome 10 Reita Cash. Franny Ebc rhu rt. 'ohrn Ha imc. Ma r\.: Ha mpton, 
and Ca ro l F. Sulzbe rger. I would also like to tha nk our departing Board Members. 
Eve lyn Laude r and John Burgee , for their longtime efforts on behalf of FR IE DS. 

Whe n it cam e down to n vote o n 
M urc h 3. 1992. Co mmissio n C hai r . 
L:1urie IJeckelman , noting the eno rmous 
volume of corresponde nce received o n 
thi s iss ue, sa id that th e Lundmarks 
Preservation Commission and City Hall 
had hea rd l hc pub lic luut.l ant.I cl cur. 
Commissione r Sarah Landa u. in n brief 
sw tcme nt before casting her 110 vote. 
spo ke about how import.I nt it was fo r 
people to consider it a privi lege to live 
in . o r own. a landmurk property a nd 
poin ted out that for the Commission to 
pe nal ize th e m wou ld undermin e th e 
very raison ,re1re of the Commi ssion. 
The lette rs and testimo ny we re u Jund· 
murk in the mse lves: It is be lieved to be 
the fir st time that a n issue before the 
Land ma rks Com mission had rece ived 
unanim o us s upport o r , in 1hi s case . 
unanimous rejection. 

FRIENDS' loog search for a larger office finally 
became a reality on February 1 when we 
moved Into our new otllce at 20 East 69th 
Street. Thanks to Board Member WflHam 
Judson. FRIENDS finally has an office In one of 
our historic dlstricts--aft&f nearty ten years !n 
existence! Pictured above is a b lack-and
white copy of the beautl l u! watercolor of 20 
East 69th Street by new Boan:! Member Mark 
Hampton for the cover o f our Tenth 
Anniversary Benent Invitation. On Saturday, 
May 2, FRIENDS will hold an ' office warming• 
for members and friends from 2:00 lo 5:00 pm. 
Come meet our Execu llve Director and 
memb&fs of our Board. and join us for some 
light refreshments. 

About '•FR IENDS .. 
FR IEN DS o f the Uppe r East Side His to ric lJ istril.:h is !In independent. nonprofit 

prcscrv111ion org11 nizntion. FR IENDS W!IS founde d in 1982, uuder 1hc auspices of the Municip11.I 
Art Sodct~.10 be 1hc curu1orofthe newtycn!11. ted Upper Etisl Side Historic District. FRIENDS 
has expanded i1s role 10 encompass the Upper East Sidc·s five historic dis1ric1~ anti 135 indi vidual 
l11ndm11rks. 

In adtlition 10 ufcgu11rding 1hc rmurc of o ur past on the Upper East Side and being an 
ad,·oc111e for sound prescruuon policies fo r 1hc City. FR IENDS hi1s also been II leader 1n 
successrul d rorts thal drnmaucally allercd 1he zoning laws govern ing residen1ial bloch on 1he 
Upper E.as1 Sitlc. 

FR IENDS is II membership-s uppo rted gro up. and d epends 1101 o nly o n your annua l 
con1ribu1ion but also on your involvement. Call us on how you cun make n di(krent:e. 
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On Tuesday even ing. May 5, we 
begin th e ce lebra ti on of o ur T e n1h 
Anniversa ry with a fund-raising di nner 
nnd ca baret at Mortim cr"s Restu urant. 

Again. lhHnk s go to a ll or you 
who respo nded to o ur ca ll for letters and 
phone ca lls against the proposal fo r the 
levy in g o f fee s o n pe rmi ts at th e 
Lu ndmarks Preservation Commissio n. 
When t.he fee proposa l was mrno unced, 
we were told it was a "done dea l. .. und 
conven tional wisdom said. "accept the 
fees:· Instead. we banded togethe r wit h 
gra ss -roo ts prese rvation gro ups fro m 
across the City. and the fee proposal was 
just lyllcfc:i ted. 

We have also been active in less 
public ways. FR IENDS went with a dcl
ega lio n of preservat ion groups lo meet 
with U.S. Rep rese ntati ve Bi ll Green 
regardin g the c urre nt deve lo pm e nt 
t hreat t o th e so ut he rn p:1r1 of E ll is 
Island . Our word processor ha s bee n 
working overtime genera ting le tte rs o n 
that topic :ind mn ny o thers- in support 
of t he prese rva tio n or t he Naumberg 
Bandshe ll. in opposition 10 the ill -con· 
ecived proposal to me rge the L.u1dmurks 
Prese rva ti o n Commi ssion w ith th e 
De purtme nl of City Planning. in support 
o f designating the interior of the Sevent h 
Regime nt A rmory. and a lso on a hosl of 
Cert ifica te-of.Appropria te ness applica-
tions on the Upper East Side. 

Th anks to your con1inuing sup
port, FR IENDS has bee n able lO be a 
strong voice for the Upper Enst Side
both be h ind t he sce nes nnd in ve ry 
pub lic ways. These arc trying times fo r 
N e w Yo rk C it y and New Yo rk e rs. 
FR IEN DS is making :1 diffe re nce eve ry 
day a nd you ca n too. If you would like 
to make the Upper East Side more liv· 
nble , ca ll us and sec how you can he lp. 
Welcome to the figh11 

/\nthony C. Wood 
Preside nt 



tio11. it is named in memory of Halina 
Ro se nthal. a foundin g me mber of 
FR IENDS and th e organ iza 1io n·s first 
president from 1982 un1il her death on 
March 3 1.19'Jl. 

At FRIENDS' Ninth Annual Meeting, City Councl lmember Charles MIiiard presented the Alteration 
for Handicapped-Accessibility Award to 552 East 87th Street: Q-r) Mary Clarke accepting.on behalf 
ol Bet1ram and Muriel Clarke: FRIENDS President Anthony C. Wood; Councllmember Millard: and 
Carl Stein, FAIA, The Stein Partnership. architect for the project. 

The decisio n to crea te s uch a fel
lowship was unanimously supported by 
1hc Board of Direc to rs as being very 
much in keeping with Hulina ·s ideas of 
bringing as many people us possible into 
the '"fo ld'" o f preserva1ion a nd th e 
importance she placed on a hands-on, 
grass-roots approach to prese rvation in 
New York City. In early February. a let· 
ter announcing lhc Fellowship was se nt 
to grnduatc schools across the co untry 
that offe r a degree in historic prese rva
tion . C urrentl y, the Executiv e 
Committ ee or the Boa rd of Directors is 
re,•icw in g applications. and plans to 
mak e a decision on the first Fellowship 
winner by the end of April. This yea r's 
Rosenthal Fe ll ow wil l work for a period 
of approximately eigh t weeks over the 
s umm er or fall months to coordi nate 
re sea rch on FR IENDS' '"I I Most 
Endangered Properties Li st"" and lo 
assist FR IENDS with its general advocn· 
cy and preservation activities. 

FRIENDS Honors 
Halina Rosenthal and 

Landmarks at Annual Meeting 

FRIENos· Ninth Annual Mec1ing 
he ld on January 9, 1992 was dedica ted to 
the memory of Halina Rose nthal. a 
founding member of FR IENDS" and i1 s 
fir st president. Over 250 guests fill ed 
1he Wa llace Auditorium ar the Asia 
Society to hear ope nin g remark s by 
FRI ENDS President Anthony C. Wood. 
the annual election of Board Members 
and Office rs co nducted by FR IENDS 
Vice President Rita C. Chu, and the pre
sentation of awards tha1 was fol lowed by 
a recept ion. 

Newly sworn-in City Counci lmembcr 
Cirnrlcs Millard presen ted the Allerntion 
ror Handic:1ppcd-Acccssibi li1y Award co 
the Bertram and Muriel Clarke residence 
al 552 EH SI 87th S1reet, located in 1he 
Henderson Pince Historic District . An 
Excellence in Store-Front Design Award 
was prese nted by FR IENDS Vic e 
f>resi denl Te ri Sinter to Melvin and 
Lawrence Friedland, owners of 750 
Madi so n Avenue. Phil.rn!hropist 
Frederick R. Koch was the recipient of a 
Restora tio n Award, presented by 
FRIENDS Vice President Anne Millard. 
for his C.P.H. Gi lbert-designed home at 6 
East 80th Street. Writer and Board 
Member Brendan Gill presented a 
Restoration Award to the Knickerbocker 
Club at 2 East 62nd Street for its '"nawlcss 
restora tion."" 

The awards cere mony conc luded 
with a moving slid e prese ntat io n that 
was created by Britt De nsmore and 
Anthony C. Wood . and narrated by 

ac tress and Board Member T :immy 
Grimes in tribute to Halina Rosenthal. 
Mr. Wood then announced 1hc creation 
o f the Halina Rosenthal Fellowship to 
be awarded to a gra duate st uden t in the 
field of preservat io n. 

Hulina Rosenthal Fellowship 
Offered by FRIENDS 

T he Board of Directors of 
FR IENDS is pleased to announce the 
crea ti on of th e first annual Halina 
Ro senthal Fellows hip in Historic 
Preservation. Offered to graduate stu 
dents for intern expe ri ence in prcscrva-

The Fel lowship, which comes with 
a stipend of $1000. has been generously 
supp orted by FR IENDS" Honorary 
Chairman. Tony Rosen thal. Donations 
received in Hulina·s memory last spring 
have been placed in a specia l Fellowship 
Account and will help provide future 
funding for the Fe llowship. Anyone 
wishing to make a contrib utio n shou ld 
make the check payabl e to the Halina 
Rosenthal Fe llowsh ip Fund 

It was a standing-room-only crowd that filled The Urban Center when FRIENDS presented its 
sym posium, ~The N ew World Order: Preservation and the City Council," on Wednesday. 
November 13, 1991 . Panelists were: (1-r) Gene Russlanoff , Senior Staff Attorney at NYPIR~; 
Michael Tomasky, columnist for The VIiiage Voice: Edward Wallace. attorney and former City 
Counci lmember-at-Large: and The Hon. Mary Pinkett. City Councllmember representing Brooklyn 
and Chair ol the Governmental Operations Committee. 



FRIENDS' 

Walking Tours for Spring 

FRIENDS' firs1 iour of 1he season 
is more than a walking tour. FR IENDS 
wi ll he offering a tour of 1he Lower East 
Sick Ten e me nt Muse um. loca ted in an 
1863 t enement building on Orchard 
Street. in combirrntion with a tour of the 
Ci ty and Suhurhan H o mes complex. 
cons iLl c rc d t o be a model tenement 
built between 1901 a nd 191 3. The tour. 
which will SUH\ al l: 30 pm on Sunday, 
May 3, 1992 . will include a trolley ride 
from FRI EN DS' office a l 20 East 69th 
Street down to the Tenemc 111 Museum. 
and th en up to the Cit y & Suburbun 
l-lomcs complex at 781h Street <1nd York 
Avenue. T he tour will be led by arch i
tec tural hi stori an Debo rah Gardner. 
The $25 cos1 of the tour includes trans
portat ion a nd re fres hm e nts. Advance 
rese rvati o n is required and will be 
acce pted on a fir st-co me. first-se rved 
basis. 

On Sunday, May 17. at 2:00 pm. 
architectura l historian and urban criti c 
David Garrard Lowe will lead a tour of 
the opulent townhouses and magnilicc nt 
churche s of t he Upp e r E :i st Side 
Historic District . 

On Sunday . Jun e 7. al 2:00 pm. 
architectural hi storian Burry Lewis wi ll 
re turn lo le ad another to ur for 
FR IENDS that will continue his walk up 
Fifth Avenue from 86th Street. where 
his fal l tour le ft o ff. taking in the curren t 
Carnegie Hill Historic District as well as 
some of the soon-to-be (we hope) desig
nated expansion of th is wonderful dis
trict. (See Ca le ndar fo r furthe r de wi ls 
o f the above tours. or call FR l"ENDS at 
535-2526.) 

" On the Upper East Side" 

Th e Pre!.·ervm ion twd Pltwning 
Committee of FRIENDS has been hard at 
work wit h month ly mee tings since our last 
Newslener in October. Led by Co-Chairs 
Anne Mil lard and T e ri Slater und our 
Executi ve Direc tor. th e Committ ee's 
main function is to review :md uddrcss the 
Landmarks Prese rvation Comm ission's 
Ce nifi ca te-of-Appropriat e ness applica
tions. vio latio ns in the histo ri c dis tri cts 
and on landmark buildings. and issues of 
concern which might include zoning ques
tions. Board of Sta ndards and Appeal s 
applicatio ns. or expansion plans for :w 
instit ut ion. 

Th e Co mmitt ee reviewed 24 
Cc rtificate-of-Approprialc ncss applica
tions from October 199 1 through March 

1992. FR IENDS fo ll ows th ese issues 
through the Communit y Boartl review 
process and later testifies 011 all items <H 

the LPC's monthly hearings. Th e items 
have ranged from applications for 
throu gh-th e-wa ll :1ir co nditioners a t 
numerous localions throughout the hi s
toric di s l ricts , to lcga liz,1tion of th e 
removal of a unique bronze entra nceway 
rniling at 10 East 76 th S1rec t . to :1 
request fo r an a dditi o nal story on a 
lown house al 244 East 62nd S1rcet. 

244 East 62nd Street, located in the Treadwell 
Fnrm Hi$10rlc District, shows the townhouse 
(center with bay window) as It currently e,cists. 
Design of an addltlonal floor was rejected by 
the LPC at their January 28 Certlficate-ol 
Appropriateness Hearing. 

Th e Co mmitt ee regularl y invit es 
guests to its month ly meetings to speak 
on tim e ly and re leva nt issues. 
C hri s tabe l Gough. representing Th e 
Society for the Architectu re of the City. 
spoke at the Co mmi t tee's Nove mber 
me e tin g. In D ece mb e r . Timoth y 
Mars ha ll. Dcpu1 y Adminis1rato r for 
Capi tal Projects fo r Ce ntral Park. gave a 
slide presentation of recent projects in 
the Park as well as long-term plans. In 
J an uary. Le nore Norman. Directo r of 
I ntergo ve rnmental R e lations at th e 
New York Cit y D epartm e nt of 
Buildings. came to speak about the intri
cacies o f th e agency. And in March. 
Mark Weber. Directo r of the Technica l 
Preservation Services Center at the New 
York Landmarks Co nse rva ncy, spo ke 
abou t the scope of his work and. mo re 
specificall y. abo ut the res toration of 
wood a nd stee l win dows in land mar k 
buildings and in buildings within historic 
districts. Mark brought with him Chris 
McMillan and John See kircher. special
ists in the restorat ion of wood :md steel 
windows. respect ively , who gave shor1 

presentations. s howed sa mpl es, and 
fie lded numerous questions. We arc 
grate ful 10 all o ur guests for their tim e 
and interest. 

O,·rr 1J,e winier, effor1s by vol11t1 -
1eer mon ium,' and regul ar walks through 
the historic districts by o ur Execut ive 
Dircccor turned up a lmost a dozen viola
tions which were subsequently re ported 
10 th e LPC. These vio laiions ranged 
from air cond itioner sleeves cut thro ugh 
1he lim esto ne facade at 1hc th ird-noor 
level of $80 Fifth Avenue. to the non
con fo rmin g use of the ground noor by a 
psychic reader at 44 East 65 th Street. If 
you no tice work be in g done on il land
mark building o r on a building in an his
to ric district and yo u don·1 sec a n LPC 
permi t posted. let us know and we wi ll 
fo llow up. 

C em ral Park htu bee11 l't!IJ' much 
ill th t! news over the last three months ... 
The Naumburg Bandshcll. loca ted on 
the Ma ll in the Park. has weighed heavi
ly on our minds since January 13 when 

J ~~:,~~i\i~~~1 r;~;i:~\ : ~:1~dy~~r~c::;~~: 
ell groups connected to Central Park have 
I campaigned for the B,mdshe ll 's removal. 
I ,md as the restorntion of the Mall nears 

completion. the remova l of the 70-year
o ld structure becomes more imminent . 

There are two di stinctl y different 
vie wpoint s o n thi s iss ue , a nd wh il e 
FR IENDS can respect the opinions of 
tho se in favor of th e Band s he ll 's 
re mova l in orde r to restore the Conce rt 
Grountls lo their origi nal des ign. we 
must come down. quite decidedly, on the 
other side of the issue. In early January, 
in a letter to Edwa rd Ames. Preside nt of 
the An Commission, FRIEN DS wrote. 

The Naumburg Bandshell with the Wisteria 
Pergola In Iha background, located on the Mall 
In Central Park. 



'" While !>Orne people nrny feel strongl} 
that the dc,;ign :ind locauun ma} nol be 
in keeping wilh the Park 's ongmal pl:ms 
or ii <; nngoi ng restoration prujech. the 
Naumhurg Bandshe ll is . non ct hde!>s. 
part of lhc hi~10ry of the Central P:irk . 
and could be easil) int egra ted into 1he 
pla ns for the 1\fall's restorntion:· 

To furth e r c lo ud 1h c is s ue. 1he 
Bandshcll's disrepair and il ~ use by drug 
users, prostitutes. and the homeless have 
been described :1s "a ma intenance night · 

" Whi le we sy mpaih i;,e . 
FR IENDS fee ls thut th e Par ks 
Depar1111ent ha s exace rhat ed those 
problems il!>SOCiated with 1he Bandshell 
by allowing it 10 de1e riorn1c to the po inl 
where ra;,i ng it appears to be the only 
solution. 

Du e 10 th e tremendous ou tcry 
rro m the public. th e Art Commi ssion 
voted on February 10 to impose a 90-day 
moratorium 0 11 the Band!>hell's demoli
tion. But 1he morat orium , according to 
the Art Commission, is to allow tim e for 
them to consider. if any , relocation pro
posal s. Their decisio n on its remova l 
appears not to h:,ve wavered. We want 
10 commend Christopher London. greu1-
gra ndson o f the Bandshell's donor. for 
spearheadi ng an exhausti ve campaign to 
keep the Bandshe ll in it s present loCH· 
li on by establ ishing "New Yo rkers to 
Save lh c Nnumburg Bnnd shc ll .. that 
includes such notables as Avery Fisher. 
Brendan Gill. Dizzy Gi llespie. Frede rick 
R. Sclch , Robe rt A .M. S te rn. The 
American Gu ild of Mu sica l Ar1is ts. 
Local 802 A FM (The Associa te d 
Musicians of Gre;itcr New York), The 
Women 's C it y Club of New York . to 
name just a few. We also wish to thank 
The New York Obser11er for it s very 
vocal support of the Bandshcll. printing 
at leas t one s tory or editorial eve ry 
week. 

The /a11dmt1rk dt!sig1lllfitm of the 
Se1•e11tlt llegimem A rmor)' '"· truly mag
nificent in te rior is o ne s1ep closer to 
becom ing u reali ty. On February 11. 
1992. Bo ard Me mber Alexandra 
Schlesi nger te s tified on be half of 
FRI ENDS at a public hearing at the 
Landm arks Preservation Com mi ssion. 
In her testimony in support of the desig
nation. Mrs. Schlesinger stated. "There 
can be no do ubt that the Armory"s inte
rior spaces mee t the cri teria fo r land
mark des igna1i on se t forth in th e law. 
Architecturally. it is a vir1 11 al ly intact 
t rea s ure trov e o f th e high -s tyle 
Victorian ... cw Yo rk is e nriched by 
these interio rs and if anyt hin g s hould 
ever happen lo them we wou ld be cul
lurally impoverished. " 

Whil e fu ll y supporting 1he pro
posed de-. igna tion of lhe Jrill shed and 
the fi n,;1 . .'>econd. and fourth noors of the 
Armory. FRI EN DS re<iuested that th e 
Commi 11s ion ri:,•iew o nce again 1 he 
spaces tha t they a rc o mitti ng fro m the 
dcsig.nation , specific;1 lly the third fl oor. 
to be absol utely ~urc that there is noth· 
i11g worthy of protection in those spaces. 
The third rloor of this ,·11 ~1 structure is 
currently 1101 be ing conside red becau~e 
of i1s prcse nl use ii !> u \\Omc11·s shelter. 
FRI ENDS believes 1ha1 now is the time 
to full y protect this structure, knowing 
how difficult it is for the Ll'C to revisi t 11 

sile :It a future lime. Completed in 11:09. 
the Seventh Regiment Armory is both u 
New York Cit y and a National His1oric 
Landmark. 

la ll cr co uld 1111 ,•e been classi fi ed us 
ei1her a medic:,I offi ce or a commercial 
profe~~iu nul office. Thi s ru ling would 
se t a 1e rrihle precedent . paving the way 
fur other commerciul es tab li shm ent s 
throughout the PID and the residential 
side strce1.s of the Upper East Side and 
effective ly ope ning a Pundora ·s box. 

Thc case was brought before the 
Board of Standurd~ and Appc11ls by a ten
ant in the buildine. who has since been 
joined in his effort -by neighbors. commu
nit y groups (i nclud ing FR IEN DS. 
Ca rnegie Hill Neighbors, and the Park 
Avenue Associat ion). as we ll as e lected 
officials representing 1hc Upper East Side. 
including U.S. Represenlntive Bill Green. 
Asscmhlymember John Rm•itz. and City 
Councilmi::mbcr Carolyn Maloney. The 
appeal has bee n furthe r holstered by the 
suppo rt of th e Depart111 c n1 of C it y 
Pl anning that found th e Building 
Commi ssioner's int e rprelation to be 
inconsistent wi lh its previous memoran
dum on rcgulaiory classifications. 

11The Cily Scene" 

R 11 mor1• circ11/at / 11 g thrtmgh 
pre.\"f'T1't1llo11 ci rcles in recen t months 
were confir111cd on February 11. 1992. 
when City f-lall released the Mayo r's 
Management Report. Accordi ng 10 the 
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:i::t~o:~~~~~~ ~tt~'n~h~!~j'.a;:~ :~; wi ll be "co nso lidat ed" into the 
many slgnll!cant Interiors to be found in this Department of City Planning. In leners 
landmark building. to elected officials. FR I EN DS wrote. 

Tht' facadt' of 6J I Ptuk A l't!llllt! 

does not suggest that this sile would be 
the subject of a precedent -se tting case 
before t he Board of Standnrds :rnd 
Appcals .... Nevertheless. the legality of a 
dry- cl ea ning es tab li s hm e nt. on th e 
ground floor of631 Park Avenue. wh ich 
is located in both the Park Improvement 
District (PID ) and the Upper East Side 
Hi s lori e Di s tri ct. is curre ntl y be in g 
he:ird before this city agency. Al issue is 
the non-co nforming use of the space by 
a comme rcinl busi ness in what was for · 
merly a medical office. for city regula
tions stipulate that commercial busin ess 
mu s1 use co mmercial s pace . Dul in 
Au g ust 1991 . lh c Depa r1m cn t o f 
Bui ldings allowed a dry-cleaning busi
ness to occ up y what wa s formerly a 
podiatrist's office on the basis that the 

" Not onl y do we feel an y short-t erm 
financia l savings resulti ng fro m such a 
merge r would be ex tremely modest (at 
be st ). whil e the long run costs to th e 
Ci ty would be imme nse. more impor
tan1ly we s1rongly be lieve that merging 
two agencies that must inl eracl subslan
tivcly with one anot her on key po licy 
issues is ex tremely poor public policy.'" 
The Commission (established in 1965) 
was made an indepcndenl agency by the 
1989 Charie r Revision . and was con· 
fir med by th e vote r~ that foll. 11 has 
often bee n a target of poorly reasoned 
proposal s ai med a l ur1t.lcrmin in g it s 
integrit y 1111d new ind e pe nd e nce . 
1•reservalionists arc therefore pa rt icu 
larly sensitive to any 1ampcring. implied 
o r implicil. lha t would undermine lhe 
e ffccti,·e ness of the Co mm iss ion . 
Despite assurances from the Mayo r 's 
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Office thut th e Report was ·· misintc r · 
preted '' and that the proposal in volved 
onl y " ho use keepin g function s,·· 
FR IENDS a nd preserva t io n groups 
throughout the City remain wary and on 
ale rt as to 1he Ma yor·s 1ruc inte 111 ions. 
The prcse rva 1ion or our Landmark s 
Law, th e ind e pendence of th e 
Commission that makes that law a reali
ty. and its financia l stab il ity arc top pri 
orities for FRI ENDS. We wi ll keep you 
posted. 

D e,;pite 11u111 ero1u ob1·tacles, 
O/J/J011e11t1· of the pro1Jo1-ec/ Ellis Islam/ 
Ctm/erem:e Cemer on the southern por
tio n of the Island managed to fill the 
audit o r ium in th e Gre at Hal l at th e 
Immigra tion Museum on December 17. 
1991. The National Pa rk Service gave 
every indicu tion thal they wanted to tor· 
pedo public p11rticip1Hion in the public
hearing process. Considering the short 
no1icc, the hou r, the date. the loca tion. 
and the infrequent 1rnnsport:1tion ava il 
able- plus the size and discomfort of1he 
auditorium it sel f- the publi c mu st be 
congratulated for its tt:naci ty. Adding to 
the overall feelin g of a poorly o rches
trated evening was a non-prese nt.1tion of 
proposed plans 1ha t we re inco mpl e te. 
bare ly co mprehensible . and as ambigu
ous as possihlc. A nd if you missed th e 
opportuni1 y to speak. you had onl y un1il 
January 6. 1992 to subm it writ1cn tes1i
mon y. Th e deadlin e was eve ntu ally 
ex tended after a public ou tcry. 

Th e chree iss ues th a t were fo re
mos1 in the minds of the opposition were 
th e proposed demolition of 12 (o f th e 
32) historic buildings. the commercializa
ti o n and priva t iza ti o n o f t he who le 
sou1hern portion of the Jsl:ind. and lhc 
proposed constructio n of a pe rm ane nt 
ve hicular bridge from New Jersey. 
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View of some of the historic bulldings slated for demolition to make room for the proposed Ellis 
Island Conference Center. 

Spea king against th e proposal were 
Orin Le hman . New Yo rk State 
Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and 
Histo ric Preservation: U.S. Representative 
Ted Weiss: J . Jackson Wulta. President of 
the Nationa l Trust, among o thers. In ICS· 
tim o ny th nt eve n ing. FR IENDS 
Presiden t An th ony C. Wood added th e 
group·s name to th e growing list of orga
niza tions and indi v iduals opposi ng the 
plan for th c E lli s lslnnd Conference 
Cen te r . '"F R IENDS work s long a nd 
lrnrd 10 convince priv,1tc property own
e rs to do the right th ing by th e ir land
mark prope rti cs. And now our govern
ment decides to apply lesse r standards to 
:i site whose national importance is wilh
o ul ques tion'! Whal happe ns on E lli s 
Island should be a model for the country 
lo fo ll ow-nnt a nati ona l e mbarrass· 
me nl ... Mr . Wood sai d . a nd furth e r 
urged 1hc Natirnrnl Park Service to find 
:l tru e prese rvati o n vision fCJr E ll is 
Island. 

C urrenll y. th e deve lopme nt pro· 
posa l rmd testimony a re be ing reviewed 
by the National Park Se rvice. No date 
has been given for a final decision. 
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