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This, ou r fi r s t News l e t te r, i s for a ve r y spec ial group of ind ividua l s, 
you and t he othe r Frie nds of t he Up pe r Eas t Side Histor ic Di s tri c t s . We 
a r e ve r y pr oud of our accomp lishment s lis t e d be l ow wh ic h we r e brought 
a bout i n a very br ief pe ri od of t i me , because we fo llowed the d i c tum 
tha t 11 Foo l s rush in wh e r e Ange l s fear t o tread. " And so, we d id a nd 
ma naged t o come out on the s i de of t he ange l s ... whic h i s a mino r miracle 
in i t se l f. Wha t we have done, we owe t o you r h e l p and s uppo rt. 

F H.IE NDS ' r a ison d' e tre i s t o mon i t o r t he l a ndma rk d i stric t s a nd 
individua l l a ndma rk build i ngs of t he Upper Eas t Side. As yo u might 
r eca ll , i mmedi a t e l y af t e r the design a t ion of the Upper Eas t S i de Hi s 
t o r ic Di s tr ic t , t h r ee rowh ou ses on Ea s t 63r d St. were th rea t e ned by 
demo l i tion a nd a new t owe r was pr o posed fo r the F r ick Muse um b l ock at 
71s t S t . Some of us wo rked on bo th these i ssues with success . Thes e 
two cr i ses promp t ed t he Municipa l Art Socie t y to o r gani ze ou r communi t y 
g r oup as a n ac tive pro t ec tive me c hanism ded ica t e d t o preserv i ng t he 
h istoric dis tric t tha t t he La ndma r ks Preservation Commi ssion (LPC) had 
c r eated . Vo l un t ee r c ommuni t y g r ou ps s uc h as FRIENDS g i ve i nvaluab l e 
manpowe r and assistance t o LPC t o see that l awful procedures a r e 
fo llowe d and tha t the arc h i t ec t u r al c h a r ac t e r of the d i s t ric t s does 
no t d i sappea r t hrough g r adu a l unappr oved ch a nges . 

Since it s c r ea t ion, FRI ENDS has devised a monito r i ng sys t em of block
wa t chers a nd h as deve l oped a s imp l e fonn as a mode l f o r o ther monitors 
th roughou t the ci t y . Ma ny of yo u as moni t o r s have used th ese forms to 
pr ovide r epor t s of obse r ved ch anges in our neighb orhoods . Your r e po rt s 
we r e i mmedia t e l y fo rwarded to LPG and acted u po n. Because o f your wo rk , 
many v i o l a tio ns hav e been i ssued, a nd some cases are still pe nd i ng. 

Ou r monito ring system i s in place . We h ave 100% cove r age of the 
Carneg i e Hi ll H.D., lOOt cove r age of t he Me tro politan Museum H.O ., 
and 80% coverage of the Upper Eas t S i de H. D. FRIENDS is l ooking 
a nxiou s l y fo r mo r e vo lunt eers t o hel p mon i t o r. Blockwa t ching invo l ves 
jus t l ooking and f ill ing out a simpl e fo rm i f you see any thing ha ppening. 
FRIENDS then i nves tiga t es t o make s ur e t h a t pr ope r , l a wf u l precedur es 
have been fo llowed . Eve n if you are no t a des i g na t ed moni t o r but see 
something q ues t iona ble ha ppening to a bu i l d ing, p l ease noti fy FRI ENDS. 
Ca l 1 FRI ENDS a t 644-2828 o r Ha l i ns Rosent h a l (Pr es . ) at 249- 3434 . 

Reminder Befo r e Spring repa i rs and mainte na nce occur, bu i ld ing own e r s 
a nd mon i t ors s hould keep i n mind tha t any c ha nges t o the ex terio r of 
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a building in a historic district must have LPC approval. These i nclude 
minor projects such as exterior painting, door or window sash replacement, 
storm windows o r doors, r epoin ting , and patching. Building owners must 
fil e with LPC for a Perm.it for Minor Work in these cases. Of course, 
other kinds of changes also require other kinds of perm.its . FRIENDS 
will gladly help .building own e rs, coope r ative boards and institutions 
with additional information and assistance conce rning these procedures . 
Call FRIENDS at 644-2828. 

Education is very important . FRIENDS has come to realize that most people 
do not willfully harm their buildings. They simply do not perceive the 
importance of window style and detailing, paint color, and decorative 
e l ements of their building. For this reason, another mandated purpose 
of FRIENDS is to inform property owners of the lega l procedures, r ights 
and r esponsibili ties involved in owning a landmarked property, whether 
it is an apartment building run by a cooperative board, a small brown
stone, or a large insti tution . 

A he lp ful booklet, "Le nd a Hand in Historic Preservation" can be 
obtained from the Citizens Committee. It exp lains what landmarking 
is, the requirements for designation, and financial incentives for 
preservation as well as helpful st r ategies and r esources . 

Booklet available upon request, free if picked up, $ . 35 if mailed, 
Ci t izens Committee for New York City, Inc. 
3 West 29th Street 
New York, N.Y . 10001 
578- 4747 

Coming out soon is a standards manual for preservation by LPC with hand 
some illustrations whic h will be available through FRIENDS . 

Zoning Victories FRIENDS is working t o save our residential neighborh oods 
not only through preservation but also th r ough zoning . A major accom
plishment in this area is t he banning of "sliver" buildings, FRIENDS 
was instrumental in getting this zoning law passed and in modifying 
the language of the r esolution . 

Under the revised zoning, building additions or new construction on lots 
u p to 45 feet wide in residentia l areas can be no higher than the width 
of the street they face or of the taller abutting building, whichever is 
grea t e r. The rest r iction does not apply t o larger lots, which are sub
ject to other zoning regulations. 

FRIENDS also spearheaded the downzoning of Lexington Ave. We felt the 
fragile and narrow street was threatened to become the uptown version 
of the "midtown tunnel " with inappropriate, very tall new buildings. 
FRIENDS was represented on a sub-committee of Community Board 8 and 
the City Planning Commission concerning this and o ther issues. We are 
happy to report that Lex ington Ave . has been downzoned to a more reason
able height, assuring the residents in the neighborhood of light and air. 

Lever House FRIENDS is concerned with matters of preservation principles 
that have the potential of affecting the quality of a landmark o r of a 
historic district . Therefore, we at times get invo l ved in such general 
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issues that may begin ou t s id e our immediate neighborhood but may set 
pr ecedent s which would event ua lly affect i t . 

Such a matter of principl e brought us to the issue of the threa t ened 
demoli t ion of the l andmarked Leve r House. Because there was no organ
ized consti tuency fo r Lever House, FRIENDS felt compelled to speak on 
its behalf t o kee p th is impor t ant seminal building wh ich appears i n 
every textbook deal ing with con t empora r y arch itec ture . We j oined in 
the tremendous effor t s, as so many of you did indiv idually, t o uphold 
the landmark designation of Lever House and to oppose its demolition . 
Wi nning was sweet• as we are s ure you wi 11 ag r ee. 

Lever House Some wh e r e lurking in the background are poss ible modifica
t ion s t o Lever House . FRI ENDS has gone on record with LPC t o oppose 
those modifications whic h would turn our ha rd won Prince i nto a Frog. 
However, FR IENDS would have no objections to those changes that woul d 
e nh ance or benefit the building. 

Zoning Existing mid-block zon ing on our residential side streets is a 
constan t threat t o ou r neighborhoods. The origina l i nt ent of RS zoning 
on the Upper Eas t Side was preservationist. Over the years , with the 
introduction of new zoning r eso lutions and the c h angi ng economy this 
origi nal in t ent wa s l os t . Unde r the presen t zoning, it is possible to 
e r ec t in an RH r es i dence district s t ruc t ur es of g r ea t e r de ns it y, bulk, 
and height in the middle of a block th an previously allowed, providing 
tha t a sui t a b le site wider than 45' can be assemb l ed . 

FRIENDS has been in the forefr on t of the e f for t t o bring about the con
t ext ual downzoning o f the mid-blocks of our side s tree ts i n order t o 
preserve the small-scale amb i ence and c h a r acte r of our area . Membe r s of 
FRIENDS have t es ti f i ed repeatedly befor e t he Communi t y Planning Board, 
City Plann i ng Commission, and Board of Es timate on this is sue , Since mem
bers of FRIENDS made the original request for this l egislation, we have 
reiterated ou r pos it ion tha t the mid-block downzo ning now being con tem
pla t ed fo r Yo r kville and the Up per Wes t Side be made ge neric and include 
our area. 

Church l egis l ation Legislation to exempt religious pr operties from local 
landmark and historic district l aws was introduced in Albany in May, 1983-
Ne w York Stat e Assembly Bill Number A-7942 and New Yo rk Sta t e Senate Bill 
Number S-6684. Landmark and historic dist rict laws a r e l ocal land use 
issues, not state i ssues . New York State l aw is enabling l egis l ation on l y 
whic h allows each community to make its own l a ws regarding land use. It 
would be inconsistent fo r State l awmakers to extend a b lanket exemp t ion to 
l aws which they d o not enact. 

FRIENDS s trongly opposes t he pr oposed exemption of c hurches from having 
t o obey NYC's l andma rk laws. Such an exempt ion would ser i ous l y un<ier
mine a ll preserva tion efforts by se tting a dangerous precedent fo r other 
broad exemp tions . We need yo ur participation, please ca ll FRIENDS to 
find out how you can help. 

Local Law 10 This city leg i s lation troubles us great l y. Although it 
was c r ea t ed f o r a very good r eason, i . e . t o protect the life of passers
by , the law was hurriedly writt e n in a n eme r ge ncy si tuation. Taking 
effect at the e nd of Feb . 1980 , the law requires the owners of buildings 
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that are more than six stories high and closer than 25 fee t to the side 
wa l k to have filed with the Department of Buildings a de tail ed r eport on 
the st r uctural condition of the facades . Immed i ately thereafte r , wo rk 
must begin on any measures required to correct unsafe condit i ons . The 
process is to be repeated every five years a nd t o be ce rti fied by an 
architect o r engineer. The unforeseen r amifica t ions have been the 
stripping and demolishing of decorative architectural elements from 
buildings throughout the city. The effec t on possible future landmark 
buildings and dis tric t s has been devastating. 

FRIENDS would l ike to see the law amended so that incentives be given 
t o the property owners who maintain and restore the o r namen t al architec 
tural eleme nt s of their buildings, t o induce building owners to restore 
r ather than t o destroy them, 

FRIENDS has rece ived its firs t award! For the work that FRIENDS has 
already accomplished in the field of preservation, the award was 
presented jointly by the Citizens Commit t ee, the Landmarks Preserva
tion Commission , the Landma rks Conse r va ncy and the Mun icipa l Art 
Society. All this happened on Apri l 9 a t the Citizens Committee's 
Landmark Con fere nce held at Hunter Co ll ege. You shou ld be proud of 
of your hard work that l ed to this award. 

FRIENDS has a wonderful office a t the Barbizon Ho t e l, Room 803 , 
telephone 644-2828. The office h as been g r ac i ously g i ve n to 
FRIENDS free of charge by David Teitelbaum , a member of our Boa r d. 

We are happy t o say that we are incorporated and our tax exemp tion is 
fort hcoming. In the interim, all con tr ibu tions are tax deductible 
through the Municipa l Art Society, our fiscal agent. 

Plans for the early Fa l l i nc l ude a Annual Membership Mee ting, annual 
awa rds, e t c. The time and p lace will be announced ea rl y s o that you 
can save the date. We hope you will a ll be ab l e to come - monitors, 
members, and FRIENDS. 

Finally, we depend on membership dues and contributions in orde r to 
function. If you are not a member, our membership ca t egories are: 
Contributing $25.00 - Supporting $50.00 - Sustaining $100.00. All 
con tr ibu t ions a r e tax ded uc tible and c hecks s hould be made out t o 
M.A.S./FRIENDS a nd mailed to our office at the above address. 

• The r uckul drawi ng of the WTli a pering b r owna t one • i.1 • gift to u1 from Red Cr oom1 . 

B01rd of Directon 
Lily Auchinclo11 Je1nn1 Brown John Burge, Rita Chu Chdttin1 D1vi1 

Felicia Dryden Bnndan Cill Pe ter Ciabel led Cr 00111 Celene ~01 .. Willi11111 Jud1on 
David I. K1r1be ll Ade L. Kopel .. ,n Henry La .. bert )t i .. i Levitt Ralph C. Henap•ce 

Alice HcCovn Richard Heier Anne Hillard Frederick S. P1pert Li - Chung Pei 
C:enie Rice H1lin• Ro11nth1l Aleundn Schlu i nger Tom Sehu lhof Oavid Te.itelbau .. 

J1ne Trichter Hix Weit~enhoffer li1r1ot Wellin& t on Wi ll i...,. H. Whyte Anthony C. Wood 
Coordin1to r: John Weiu 
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INDIVIDUAL LANDMARKS 

STREETS 

Metropolitan Club Building, 1-11 E. 60th St. 
Abigail Adams Smith Museum, 421 E . 61st St. 
Knickerbocker Club Building, 2 E. 62nd St. 
Barbara Rutherford Hatch Residence , 153 E . 63rd St. 
Sara Delano Roosevelt Memorial House, 47-49 E. 65th St. 
St. Vincent Ferrer School (including the Holy Name 

Society Building), 141-151 E. 65th St . 
45 Eas t 66th Street Building 
131-135 East 66th Street Apartment House 
130- 134 Ease 67th Street Apartment Building 
149- 151 East 67th Street Building 
Park East Synagogue , 163 E. 67th St, 
Automation House, 49 E. 68th St, 

East 70s 

The Frick Collection, l E. 70th St . 
11 East 70th Street House 
15 East 70th Street House 
17 East 70th Street House 
19 East 70th Street House 
21 East 70th Street House 
Frick Art Reference Library, 10 E. 71st St. 
Lycee Francais de New York, 7 E . 72nd St. 
Lycee Francais de Ne w York, 9 E. 72nd St. 
161 East 73rd Stree t Building 
163 East 73rd Stree t Building 
165 East 73rd Street Building 
166 East 73rd Street Building 
167 East 73rd Street Building 
168 East 73rd Street Building 
170 East 73rd Street Building 
171 East 73rd S treet Building 
172-174 East 73rd Street Building 
173 East 73rd Street Building 
175 East 73rd Street Building 
177-179 East 73rd Street Building 
178 East 73rd Street Building 
180 East 73rd Street Building 
182 East -73r d Street Building 
The Commonwealth Fund, 1 E. 75th St. 
New York University Insti tute of Fine Arts, 

1 East 78th St, 
157 East 78th Street House 
159 East 78th Street House 
161 East 78th Street House 
163-165 East 78th Street House 
208 East 78th Street House 
210 East 78th Street House 
212 East 78th Street House 
2 14 East 78 t h Street House 
216 East 78th Street House 
218 East 78th Street House 
The New York Society Library , 53 E . 79th St. 
59 East 79th Street Building 
63 East 79th Street Building 
The Yorkville Branch of the New York Public 

Library, 222 E. 79th St . 

East 80s 

116 East 80th Street House 
120 East 80th Street House 
124 East 80th Street House 
Junior League of the City of New York, 

130 East 80th St. 
The Regis High School, 55 E. 84th St. 
New World Foundation Building, 100 E. 85th St. 
Holy Trinity Church & St . Christopher House, 

312- 316 E. 88th St . 
Parsonage of Holy Trinity Church, 332 E . 88th St . 
146 East 89th Street House 
148 East 89th Street House 
150 East 89th Street House 
152 East 89th Street House 
154 East 89t-h Stree t House 
156 East 89th Street House 

East 90s 

McAlpin-Mi ller House, 9 East 90th St. 
11 East 90th Street House 
15 East 90th Street House 
17 East 90 t h Street House 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, l E. 91st St . 
Cooper-Hewitt Museum, 2 E. 91st St . 
Convent of the Sacred Heart, 7 E. 91st St. 
Soviet Consulate, 9 E. 91st St. 
Soviet Consulate, 11 E. 91st St. 
120 East 92nd Street House 
122 East 92nd Street House 
Smithers Alcoholism Rehabilitation Unit of Roosevelt 

Hospital, 56 East 93rd St. 
Lycee Francais de New York, 60 E. 93rd St . 

bO E. 93rd St. 
67 East 93rd Street House 
69 East 93rd Street Building 
Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church 

Outside of Russia, 69-75 E. 93rd St. 
Lycee Francais de New York, 3 E. 95th St. 
House of the Redeemer, 7 E. 95th St . 
Manhattan Country Day School, 7 E. 96th St . 
St. Nicholas Russian Orthoaox Cathedral, 15 E. 97th St. 
Saint Cecilia ' s Convent, 112 E. 106th St. 
Saint Cecilia ' s Church, 120 E . 106th St . 

AVENUES 

East End Avenue 

Gracie Mansion, East End Avenue at 88th St. 
in Carl Schurz Park. 

East Rive r Drive 

Asphalt Green Recreational Cen t er, East River Dr. 
at 90-9lst Sts. 

Third Avenue 

Sidewatk Clock, 1501 Third Ave. near 85th St . 

Lexington Avenue 

Church of St. Vincent Ferrer, 869 Lexington Ave. 
at 66th St.• Priory also designated . 

St. Jean Baptiste Church, Lexington Ave . at 76th St. 

Park Avenue 

Seventh Regiment Armory, 643 Park Ave. at 66-67th Sts. 
Center for Inter- American Relations, 680 Park Ave . 
Spanish Institute, 684 Park Ave. 
Italian Cultural Institute, 686 Park Ave . 
Consulate General of Italy, b90 Park Ave . 
Church of St. Ignatius Loyola, 980 Park Ave. at 84th St. 

Madison Avenue 

Gertrude Rhinelander Waldo Mansion, 867 Madison Ave, 
at 72nd St, 

1261 Madison Avenue Apartment House at 90th St . 
1321 Madison Avenue House at 93rd St. 
Squadron 11 A11 Armory, Madison Ave .at 94-95th Sts. 

Fifth Avenue 

The Arsenal, Central Park at 64th St. 
Yugoslav Mission to the United.Nations, 854 Fifth Ave. 
French Embassy, 972 Fifth Ave . 
998 Fifth Avenue. Apartment House at 81st St. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth Ave. at 80-84th Sts. 

Main floor interiors also designated. 
1009 Fifth Ave, House at 82nd St. 
Felix Warburg Mansion, 1109 Fifth Ave . at 92nd St. 
Inte rnational Center of Photography, 1130 Fifth Ave. 

at 94th St, 
Museum of the City of New York, Fifth Ave . 

at 103- 104th Sts. 

Designated by the 

New York City 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission 
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